A2o 


Hu Bois Pioneers 
Past & Present 


Compiled By 
Du Bois Pioneers 
4-H Club 


1989 


Du Bois, Illinois - 


Reprinted by the 
Perry County Historical Society 
108 W. Jackson St. 
Pinckneyville, IL 62274 


crossing. 1908. 
---Photo courtesy of Eugene Waldman 


Introduction : 


A 
| 
i 
i 
: 
: A view of Du Bois Main Street looking west from the railroad 


A brainstorm idea suggested for Many hours of hard work and 
the Colgate "Youth for America" dedication have gone into the~— 
Communitv Service project sparked making of this history, but many, 
the interest of the Du Bois many years of hard work and 
Pioneers 4-H Club. Through the hard dedication have gone into the 
work of the club and the making of the community's history. | 
cooperation of the many people who This book is as unpredictable as 
helped in so many ways, that spark the town itself. The only thing 

s has become a flame of enthusiasm so predictable about our book is the— 
| great it has engulfed the entire incredible diversity of what you 
town and community. es will discover in its pages. 

} After the club collected family We hope you enjoy your book as_ 
i histories and compiled family trees much as we did putting it together. 

a as a 4-H project, so many historic Thank you and enjoy! 

; facts and pictures surfaced that 

: ' the club decided to preserve this -=-Monica Kabat, President — 
: ; data in a history of the community Du Bois Pioneers 4-H Club 

5 and call it "Du Bois Pioneers... 
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A Glimpse 


Into Che Past 


THE EARLY SETTLERS 


came toa 

that was 
of prairie 
section of 
originally 
now called 


first settlers 
wooded area 
stretches 


The 
largely 
dispersed by 
land in. the southeast 
Washington County, - 
called Coloma (1853) and 
Du Bois (1869). 

The early settlers' homes were 
log cabins. The plentiful wooded 
area provided ample wood for 
building as well as for heating. 
Information concerning these brave 
and venturous people was* researched 
in the Washington County Histories, 
copies of 1879, 1948 and 1976, as 
well as church histories and other 
books. 

The same history hooks listed 
the following information: "The 
first notice of white inhabitants 
in Washington County was brought to 
the Legislature at Kaskaskia in 
1817." At the legislative session 
in 1818, the year Illinois became a 
state, the County of Washington was 
created. The boundaries included 
all of Clinton County. 

On December 27, 1824 Clinton 
County separated from Washington 
County and the present boundaries 
were set at that time. This event 
brought about an interest in 
immigration and from then on 
there was a steady increase in 
population and settlements in the 
County. : 

The early settlers that came to 
southest section of the County 
called Du Bois are listed 


the 
, now 
below. 
1827 George Palmer is always 
listed as the first person to 
settle here on section 29 
which is the location of the 
present Chapel Hill Cemetery. 
John Vaughn came shortly 
after Mr. Palmer and built 

a loq cabin on section 30. 


1827 


1828 


1828 


1828 


1829 


1836 


Abraham Phillips was married 
to Nancy Wheeler. They came 
by wagon train to Washington 
County and then to the "Du 
Bois" area. 


Robert McCord married Miss 
Nancy Palmer. The date of the 
marriage was not available 
from the records that were 
researched, however, it was 
listed as the first marriage 
in this community. The 
minister who performed the 
ceremony was A.E. Phelps who 
stopped, with some regular-, 
ity at the home of George 
Palmer. 

Three other arrivals are 
listed for that year but no 
additional information was 
available for: 

S.W. Anderson 

Lazarus Stewart 

L. Waters 

to 1831 was a period when 
several families moved to 
this area. 

Alexander White was the 


pioneer blacksmith. 

David Stilley owned the first 
horse drawn mill. It was 
operated from 1831-1840. 

H. Stilley 

William Tilley was the father 
of John W. Tilley. Both men 
contributed to the progress 
of the community. William 
built a house from hand sawn 
lumber in 1837. It is listed 
as the first frame house in 
the area. 

Peter Skronce 

Henry Bridges 

Daniel R. Spencer was from 
Vermont and his wife, Lavinia 
was from Tennessee. Mr. 
Spencer was a farmer and 
stock raiser. He was born in 
1804 and married Lavinia 


1839 


1840 


1849 


1851 


1853 


1854 


Wheeler in 1831. They came to 
Beaucoup in 1834 and to "Du 
Bois" to section 30 in 1836. 
Mr. Spencer was listed in a 
history as the "foremost" ag- 
riculturalist of Southern I1l- 
linois." 

Mr. Johnson was the first 
school teacher in the area. 
The school was a log struct-— 
ure in the area of the first 
settlers. 

J.W. Anderson put up a 
threadmill for sawing lumber. 
The mill was discontinued in 
1849. 

John W. Schwind and Catherine 
Bender Schwind, both from 
Germany, immigrated to Amer- 
ica by way of New Orleans and 
then to St. Louis. In the 
spring of 1849, they came to 
Washington County and then to 
Du Bois. Their land was 
purchased from the railroad. 
They were the first German 


immigrants to come to the co- 
unty. 


‘John W. Tilley was the son of 


William and Nancy Pate Tilley, 
both from Kentucky. John was 
born on January 19, 1826 and 
was one of the first native- 
born citizens of Washington 
County. In 1853, he was one 
of four persons who plotted 
the town of Coloma and in 
1873 he was named Street Com- 
missioner for Du Bois. 


L. J. Bridges and B.G. Roots, 
land agent for the Illinois 
Central Railroad, came to an 
agreement on the right of wav 
for track that ran from New 
Orleans to Chicago. 
COLOMA was laid out by L.J. 
Bridges, D. Topping, E.H. 
Topping and J.W. Tilley. A 
plat of the town is in the 
Washington County History of 
1879. Darius Greenup was the 
surveyor. These men plotted, 
recorded and gave the town 
the name of Colomo. No rea-— 
son is given in any of the 
records for choosing this 
name. 
On November 22, 1854 the 
Tllinois Central Railroad was 
opened through Du Bois. 
as 


1857 


“1861 


1865 


1865 
1865 


1869 


1869 


E. Voss from Germany and his 
wife, Martha, from Scotland 
came to this area. Voss and 
Beard sank a coal shaft in 
the Du Bois area and later 
sold it to J.W. Tilley and om 
R.S. Peyton. 

Louis. C. Bunce from Massach- 
usetts and his wife from Co- 
nnecticut moved here. He was 
the first post master of Du 
Bois. Mr. Bunce was an elder 
for the newly organized Pres—~ 
byterian Church in 1874. 
Alexander Rice and wife Mary 
came to the area. In 1896, A. ~— 
Rice was elected as one of 

the trustees of the Du Bois 


Missionary Baptist Church. 
Henry Lewis was a farmer.” 
O.S. Evelsizer had a farm on 


Section 34. 

Mark Durant from Vermont and — 
Elizabeth Calvert Durant from 
Kentucky came to this area. 
They had a family of nine 
children. Mr. Durant was a 
graduate of Dartmouth College 
He was a teacher, an academy 
principal and also served as — 
a county surveyer in Kentucky 
He was a Notary Public and 
served as a Justice of the 
Peace. 
Coloma was officially name 

Du Bois. History lists the 
fotlowing information regard-~ 
ing the name of this town: 
When the ICRR was built the 
town was renamed -for J. Kk. _ 
Du Bois who was a southern 
Illinois friend of Abraham 
Lincoln. Jesse K. Du Bois was 
a Whig and later a Republican 
who was commissioned in 1857 
and again in 1861 as Auditor 
of Public Accounts. The town — 
had two names for awhile. In 
1853 Colomo was recorded as a 
town. After the railroad was 


opened in 1854 and as early 


as 1855, some: ICRR records 
listed shipping to Du Bois. 
However, Coloma was also used— 
as a shipping address until 
1867. That was the last time 
Coloma appeared in the record _ 
of the ICRR. In 1868, the 
records list Du Bois in all 


shipping transactions. The 


1870 


1870 


1870 


name of "Bois" for the rail 
road station started in @165- 
er 1896 or 1903. The name was 
used to avoid confusion with 
Du Quoin where box cars inten- 
ded for Du Bois for shipment of 
cattle, fruit and grain were 
often left on the side track. 
Henry Holbrook and Mrs. 5S.M. 
Holbrook were both from Mass- 
achusetts. They moved to Du 
Bois from Belleville: since he 
was hired to sell land in the 
Du Bois area for the McAllis- 
ter and Mackel Land Company. 
Adam Kuhn moved to Du Bois 
and opened a store for the 
sale of general merchandise. 
He was married to Mary A. 
Schwind. They owned 15 dwell- 
ing places in Du Bois and one 
thousand acres of land. 
Although the majority of the 
Polish immigrants came to 
this area in the 1870's, 
there were a few who came 
earlier. The neighboring town 
of Radom had many settlers 
who immigrated prior to 1870. 
The reason for this was the 
recruitment efforts of Turch- 
in and Michalski, land agents 
for the railroad. They adver- 
tised in large cities such as 
Chicago and Detroit where 
there were large populations 


of Polish ‘ people. They ; 
made contacts in Pola 


immigrants ma 
for the purchase 
Land sold for £ivs 
an acre. = 


North side of IC 
depot when the 
station was known 
as "BOIS". 
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Early Buildings in Coloma 1853 and Du Rois 1969 = 
Prior to World War t. 
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Industries 


Jllinnis Central Railroad 


In 1850 Congress granted the 
Llilinéis Central Railroad the right 
of way to build a railroad from 
Chicago to Mobile, Alabama. 


March 13, 1853, BG. RO6ts, I©.C. 
Railroad Agent, and L.B. Bridges, 
land owner, came to an agreement 


concerning the right of way for the 
track that would run from New 
Orleans to Chicago. This stirred up 
interest and &,7, Bridges, T.W. 
Tilley, E.E. Topping, DBD. Topping 
and Darius Greenup,surveyor, 
plotted and recorded the town site 
of Coloma, later renamed Du Bois. 

In 1854 a group of Philadelphia 
Capitalists, who were friends of 
Governor Bissel of Illinois, bought 
32,000 acres of railroad property. 
They organized the McAllister and 
Mackel Land Company and hired Henry 
Holbrook from Belleville as their 
agent. He later moved to Du Bois. 

On November 22, 1854, the rail 
line was opened between Sandoval 
and Cairo, Illinois, going through 
Du Bois. 

German immigrants continued up 
the Mississippi and the new 
railroad from new Orleans to buy 
the cheap land that Henry Holbrook 
had for sale. 

In the 1870's the Polish 
immigrants came to take advantage 
of the cheap land that Holbrook and 
the railroad company were selling. 


Since the Kuhn mine was along 
the railroad mainline, coal was 
purchased for the steam 
locomotives. 

The I.C. Railroad also hada 
daily express fruit train between 
Cairo and Chicago that took fresh 
fruit to market. It would stop in 
Du Bois and pick up apples from the 
A. Hinkley fruit farm, one of the 
largest and most successful farms 
in Washington County. 

In the annual Illinois Central 
report to stockholders for the year 
ending December 31, 1855, a station 
Du Bois is listed in reports of 
commodities received and forwarded 
from stations during the year 1855. 

The name Coloma is listed in 
several December 31, 1857, reports. 
It last appeared on December 31, 
1867. Later reports list the 
station as 'Du Bois." 

Coloma was renamed "Du Bois" in 
honor of Jesse K. Du Bois, a 
personal friend of Abraham Lincoln. 

In 1893 the station's name was 
shortened "Bois". Opinion was 
that this was done to avoid 
confusion with near-by Du Quoin. 

Railroad agents were: H.A. 
Ashenfeter, 1920-1924; John 
Ragsdale, 1925- ;A.O. Hill, the 
1930's; Elmer Mull, 1932; Cecil 
Trigloff, Mr. Penrod, Lon Trigg and 
William Evilsizer. 

The old depot was replaced in 
1940 with a new one which was later 
Maintained as a freight station. 


i= 0) 


---submitted by Marcella 
Renee Majewski 
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Influence Of Coal Mine 


Ohe Coal Mine 


The Kuhn Coal Company mine in Du 
Bois was dug in 1865 to supply fuel 
for steam locomotives. The 300 foot 
deep mine proved to be the longest 
operating mine in the state. 

Mules drug coal cars to the 
shaft head. An ancient steam boiler 
provided power to bring coal to the 
surface. There was no modern 
machinery and no electricity. 

Miners worked by the glow of 
carbide lights attached to their 
helmets. A pick and _ shovel were 
their only tools. They brought up 
about 100 tons of coal per day. 

The mine operated in fall and 
winter and closed during the spring 
and summer so miners could farm 
their ground. 

Sylvester 
door to 


Felts, who lived next 
the mine and worked there 
off and on for most of his life, 
recalled that the whistle blew 
every half hour between five and 
seven each morning, calling the 
miners to work. 

Outside his window, he could see 
the men walking, riding horses or 
seated in horse-drawn wagons as 
they drifted to the mine to begin 
the day's work. 


When 
closed, 
farms or 
Even the 


spring came and the mine 
men would work on their 
find employment elsewhere. 
mules split the year above 


ground and below ground. In the 
spring they were allowed to adjust 
to the sunlight and then they were 


taken to farms to work. It was said 
that the first thing they did above 
ground was to lie down and roll in 
the dirt. 

After the Kuhn mine closed, the 
mine's tipple stood as an 
unofficial monument to the past. It 
was a reminder that until the mine 
closed it had the distinction of 
being the oldest operating mine in 


the state. Now the tipple and the 
surrounding buildings are gone. 
Its longevity is attributed to the 


fact that the slow recovery of coal 
by hand gave the mine its extensive 
life span. 

In the spring of 1961, the mine 
closed for the summer. That proved 
to be the the last time that coal 
was hoisted from the mine. 

The mine remained open until 
1962. The men worked the same way 
then as they did when the mine 
opened. Miners chopped at the coal 
into the 


with picks and shoveled it 
mule-drawn carts. 


John Waligorski, a. former 
general manager, bookkeeper, 
secretary-treasurer of the mine's 
cooperative company, reported that 
when operations were to resume in 
the fall, there was trouble with 
the shaft. Attempts were made to 
repair the shaft but they faile 
and the mine was never in 


Operation again. 


The narrow shaft extended about 
300 feet down to the coal bed. 
Mining was done by the room and 
pillar method. Old maps indicate 


the mined out area extended about a 
mile to the west and almost a mile 
to the north of the shaft. Miners 
said the coal seam averaged about 
six feet in thickness. 

At the time of the closing, the 
mine produced about 140 tons of 
coal per day. Waligorski said 
annual production was about 10,000 
to 12,000 tons. Some was 
transported to industrial areas; 
some was sold to local truckers who 
loaded at the mine. 

Employees usually numbered 
between 30 and 40. The majority of 
these were coal diggers. There were 


also mule skinners, track layers, 
two hoisting engineers and tipple 
hands. 


The coal was of high quality and 
production costs were low. During 
the final years of operation the 
mine was operated 7im part, as a 
cooperative with part of the 
Profits going back to the men who 


dug the coal. 


Mh, go 


‘Bud’ and Charley Setzekorn no longer work at the Kuhn mine... 


Records show some of the 
expenses of the Du Bois Coal 
Company in 1884 : 

1 large tine BoGke..cicscsavns $1.00 
2 small time bookSs 2. «sc 0 ean 2 bs 220 
Nevel Qualls..survey help...... 1.0.0 
John Morgan...survey help...... 1.00 
WEEK os cee essen tee eee rene eens -10 
Nevel Qualls...shift work...... 4.87 
John Morgan..... SHLEt work. «atl .6¢ 
John Eaton, digging 19 bu. coal.38 
Waa US. ew ss Hee Sew PoC ew HR Daw ws 15 
98 gals Zé6év6 611 © T5@s.ceacs 14.70 
nails and bolts for trap door .70 
TO arc teatheneaiiaie a aor enece aoe wae, Shean sate 225 
BE OTe arse ye't sy neyenatua tale se wo cece ert 50 
10 pounds harness leather.... 7.00 
two teams, hauling slack .... 4.00 
DT iGjeuL Men (OSL is wie Gr aiie “oes! si are we 20 
hauling powder to mine....... 20 
bell POPC. an «ne = nied HS oH ewe eS «LO 
2 BLANK BOOKS. os < see en ewe ee a 1 210 
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There were 53 employees at the mine 
in 1886; 41 employees in 1888. 


Wages averaged from .70 to $53.58 
per month. Records also show that 
most miners worked for $1.50 per 
day in 1891.. 


...but in 1957, when they did, the ‘lunchroom’ was a quiet corner 


ne 


Also in 1891 a record was kept 
on each individual miner. It was 
recorded how much they made at the 
coal mine, the .expenses they 
acquired at the Kuhn Store and then 
the payment they finally received. 

Former employees of the mine 
recall that the mine claimed the 
lives of only two men during the 
nearly 100 years it operated. In 
1916, a miner named Matt Keil was 
scalded to death when he fell into 
hot water from the steam generating 
equipment. In 1941, Mike 
Waligorski, father of John 
Waligorski, was killed by a delayed 
powder blast 

With the closing of the mine in 


1962, the townspeople were left 
without any means of livelihood and 
many moved away, shrinking the 
population of Du Bois to 200 
residents. Those who left have not 
forgotten the town, nor has the 


town forgotten them. 


---submitted by Jessica, Jeff 
and Dianne Zmudzinski 


LEONARD (JIMMY) KREGER, Du Bois, drives one of 
the mules along ‘the shaft, Note the low ceiling. 
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od ; Agriculture today is quite 
Agriculture different with modern implements 


Cheap farm land was an enticing and technologv. Not many farmers 
reason for immigrants to come to raise chickens. This is a 
the Du Bois area. Most of them were: specialized business as is dairy 
from farming backgrounds in Poland . farming and livestock raising. 
and Germany. , Horses: are no longer needed for 

When the Kuhn mine was in farm work, although they are used 
operation it was idle in the spring for pleasure purposes of riding and 
and summer months to give miners racing. 
time to stay at home and take care Monumental changes have taken 
of their farms. place since the first pioneer came 

The main crops then were corn, to Du Bois. 
wheat and oats. Besides the grain 
that was used for feed and sale, ---submitted by Jean Ibendahl 
the straw was stored in stacks and and Mary Ksycki 


later in bales and used for feed 
and bedding. 


In the early days all the 
plowing, disking, planting and 
harvesting was done with horses. 
Threshing time was always a 
cooperative effort among the 
farmers. The owner of the threshing 
machine would move from one farmer 
to another until the circuit was 
complete. 

The farmers' wives and children 
were kept busy on threshing days. 
The children carried drinking water 
to the men while women were kept 
busy cooking. The threshers were 
served lunch in the fields at 10 
a.m. and 3 p.m. and the noon and 
evening meals were served in the 
home of the host farmer. Threshing grain in the early 1900's. 


Dr. Neudecker made house calls with his horse and buggy. 
-12- 


Business Places 


Kapcki General Merchandise Store 


In 1911, Joseph and Anna Ksycki 
moved from Bolo Township to Du Bois 
and started a General Merchandise 
Store. The two-story structure with 
living quarters on the second floor 
was purchased from George, Mary, 
Joseph and Annie Reisch of 
Springfield, Illinois, on November 
11, 1924 for the sum of $2100. The 
building stood west of the present 
Du Bois grcery store. 

The store was typical of general 
merchandise stores in small 
communities at that time with 
hitching posts for buggies, wagons 
and riding horses. The variety of 
items for sale included every day 


country needs in the early 
twentieth century, such as, horse 
collars, stove pipes, barbed wire, 
etc. in the hardware room. 

The grocery area contained 
barrels for coffee, sugar and 
smaller containers for loose tea 


4 
; 
; 
j 


and black pepper. Flour was sold in 
se og and hundred pound. sacks. 
Items changed as _ society changed 
and more modern packaging of food 
became available. The penny candy 
section was important. 


The big stove in the center of 
the store was a popular gathering 
place in the winter time, while 
benches in front of the store 
served the same purpose in the 
warmer weather. 

Besides hardware and groceries, 
Mr. Ksycki purchased eggs, chickens 
and geese from farmers in exchange 
for produce or for cash. Geese were 
purchased on special days when 
a railroad box-car was ordered for 
shipping the geese to market in 
Chicago or other places. 

In 1941, Joseph and Anna 
transferred the business to a son 
John and his wife, Josephine Mossa 
Ksycki. This was the period of 
World War II and food and other 


Joe and Anne Ksycki family on the right. 
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items were rationed. | Store 
inventory changed according to 
local needs. For example, flour was 
now comercially packaged in five, 
and ten pound sacks. 
sugar barrels no longer existed. 


In 1956, John and Josephine 
moved to their home east of Du 
Bois, location of the Twin Lakes, 
with their three chidren, Pat, 
Charles and Danny. 

The store inventory was 


purchased by Leonard and Mary 
Konkel in 1956 and the store became 


known as Konkel's Grocery. They 
continued to buy chickens and eggs 
from local farmers. The fresh meat 


section and penny candy showcase 
continued to be important. 

The store building remained 
empty after Leonard and Mary sold 


the inventory to Mike and Esther 
Konkel who moved the items to a 
store where the present beauty shop 
is located. 


In 1962, the Ksycki Grocery 
Store was demolished and an era of 
penny candy, stove pipes and other 


such items is gone forever. 


--- submitted by Mary Ksycki 


Coffee and. 


History of Banking In Bu Bois 


Right after the turn of the 
century, the community of Du Bois 
was prospering and there was a need 


for a bank. Merchants and farmers 
had many money transactions. 
Interested persons were able to 


raise the capital to start a bank. 
An architect was hired to draw 

up plans. The building was 

completed in 1909 and the Du Bois 


Bank became a reality with a 
capital stock of $10,000. 

The first officers were: 
President, Adam Kuhn; 
Vice-president, Charles Reminger; 
Cashier, E.C, Corgan; Assistant 


Cashier, A.A. Hinkley. 
In 1919, the bank became the Du 


Bois State Bank with capital of 
$15,000. Individuals serving as 
assistant cashier included Minnie 


Slayton followed by Agnes Reminger. 

Martha Ksycki Grabowski was 
hired as assistant cashier in the 
1930's. Many of the local customers 
benefited because she could speak 
both in English and Polish. 


bi Boe Bank, Bi Soin iee 
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1940 


Martha was on duty the day a 
robbery was attempted. A gun was 
pointed at Mr. Setzekorn, the 
cashier, and at an opportune 
moment, Martha managed to leave the 
building to summon help. Her sudden 
absence alarmed the robber. He and 
his companion, who was waiting ina 
car, both fled without any money. 

After Setzekorn died, Walter R. 
Kimzey replaced him at the bank. 
During the period of the Great 
Depression: many banks closed their 
doors and people lost most of their 


money. The Du Bois bank remained 

open until all the depositers were 

paid. The bank was closed on 

October 29, 1937. Then the building Martha and Ted Grabowski 

was sold at auction. Children: Laverne, Ronald 
Du Bois was without a bank until and Lawrence 


1983 when the Eagle Bank of 
Washington County, N.A. put a 
walk-in and drive-up facility on 
the corner of Third and Broadway. 
At that time Sandy Polczynski 
served as teller. 

In 1985, the building was sold 
to Ashley State Bank. The Du Bois 


facility then became a branch of 
the Ashley State Bank. In 1986, 
Ashley State Bank became a part of 
the Magna Banking organization. 
Cheryl Deering is now teller at the 
Du Bois branch. 

As of 1989, the facility in the 
attractive little brick building 
serves the banking needs of 
individuals, farmers and businesses 
for miles around Du Bois. 


---submitted by Elizabeth 
Grabowski and Mary Ksycki 


MAGNA 
BANK 


Bvecs Rawews. Aoer 
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Trustees’ 


PUBLIC SALE 


OF BUILDING FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY THE DU BOIS STATE BANK, AND 
PUBLIC SALE OF THE FIXTURES AND EQUIPMENT OF SAID 


DU BOIS STATE BANK. 


Saturday, Oct. 19th, 1940 
At 2:00 O'clock P.M. 


AT THE FRONT DOOR OF SAID BUILDING IN DU BOIS, ILLINOIS. 


TRUSTEES’ SALE OF BANK 
BUILDING AND CONTENTS 


Public notice is hereby given that 
the undersigned, Charles Reminger 
and Martha J. Grabowski, as Trus- 
tees, will offer at public sale to the 
highest and best bidders on 

Saturday, October 19, 1940 
at two o'clock P. M. of said day at 
the South front door of the Building 
on said premises the following de- 
scribed real estate to-wit: 

The Bast 22 feet of Lots ten 
(10) and eleven (11) of Block 
two (2) of the Original Town of 
Coloma, now Village of DuBois, 
Washington County, [Mllionis, 
more particularly described as 
pounded by a line beginning at 
the Southeast corner of said Lot 
ten (10) running thence North 
40 feet, thence West 22 feet, 
thence South 40 feet, thence East 
22 feet to the place of beginning, 
and further bounded by a line 
beginning at the Southeast cor- 
ner of said Lot eleven (11) run- 
ning thence North 40 feet thence 
West 22 feet, thence South 40 
feet, thence East 22 feet to the 
place of beginning, situated in 
the County of Washington, in the 
State of Dlinois, 

upon which is located a one story 13” 
wall brick building with fire and 
approved roof and with concrete 
floor, formerly occupied by the Du- 
Bois State Bank, and at the same 
time they will offer for public sale 
the contents of said Bank consisting 
principally of 1 Mosler Fire and 
Burglar safe; 1 Burroughs Portable 
Adding Machine; 1 Dodd Protecto- 
graph Check Writer; 2 Steel filing 
cabinets; safe deposit boxes; 1 set of 
bank fixtures; 1 heating stove, 1 8 ft 
stepladder, and other articles too nu- 
merous to mention usually used in 
banking business. 

Terms of Sale: Personal. property 
cash. 

Real Estate—10% of bid cash on 
day of sale, and balance within ten 
days on execution and delivery of 
deed. Purchaser to get immediate 
possession on compliance with terms 
of sale, and to pay taxes of 1940 pay- 
able in 1941 on real estate. 

Dated this first day of October, 
1940. 


Charles Reminger 
Martha J. Grabowski 
Trustees. 
J. Paul Carter, 
Carter-Leibrock Building, 
Nashville, Illinois. 
Attorney. 3-10-17 


A GOOD CHANCE TO GET A GOOD BRICK 
BUILDING WITH 13” WALL WITH FIRE 
AND APPROVED ROOF AND CONCRETE 
FLOOR — AN OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFE- 
TIME TO GET A GOOD BUSINESS HOUSE 
IN DUBOIS, ILLINOIS. BUILDING IN 
VERY GOOD CONDITION. 


MOSLER FIRE AND BURGLER SAFE, 
BURROUGHS PORTABLE ADDING MA- 
CHINE, DODD PROTECTOGRAPH CHECK 
WRITER, FILING CABINETS, SAFETY 
DEPOSIT BOXES, BANK FIXTURES, 
STOVE AND ALL OTHER EQUIPMENT IN 
GOOD CONDITION. 


TERMS OF SALE: CASH ON. FIXTURES 
AND EQUIPMENT. 

10% of bid cash on day of sale and _ balance 
within 10 days on execution and delivery of 
deed on building 


IMMEDIATE POSSESSION ON COMPLI- 
ANCE WITH TERMS OF SALE. 


REMEMBER THE TIME AND PLACE OF 
SALE AND BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A 
BARGAININ A GOOD BUILDING AND 
GOOD BANK FIXTURES AND EQUIP- 
MENT. 


CHARLES REMINGER 
MARTHA J, GRABOWSKI 


TRUSTEES. 


J. PAUL CARTER, 
Carter-Leibrock Building, 
Nashville, Illinois, 
Attorney. 
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Billage Inn History 


The Village Inn was built in 
1910 by John Greer as a grocery 
store, dance hall and rooming 
house with living quarters. 

Other owners of the business 
were Frank Nowicki, Tad Heck, 
Charlie Midler, Charlie Setzekorn, 
Frank Koss , Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
Andrews and Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Andrews. 


In June of 1949, Albert and 
Charlotte Jahnke started a tavern 
and restaurant in the Village Inn. 
They also had slot machines there 
which were owned by Breen Greer. 
The Village Inn was a popular 
Place to be. Charlotte became known 
as Aunt Hattie to most of the young 
people. She was known for her good 
chilli and hamburgers which she 
cooked up in her tiny kitchenwith a 
few pots and pans. 

Card players came to the Village 
Inn to play cards on a big round 
oak table. Aunt Hattie also made 
lunches for St. Charles School 
pupils. 

The Jahnkes 
until July, 


kept this business 
1969. Then Barbara 
Hunter took the business followed 
by Laverne Setzekorn. John Dudek 
was the last business owner. 

At one time, a small room on the 
east side of the building had a 
separate front entrance and was 
rented to a barber. Later, Jack 
Bendrick, the first dentist in Du 
Bois, had his office there. 


~--submitted by Virginia, Steven, 
and Margaret Jahnke 


Bu Bois Caverns 


The first recorded liquor 
license was issued to M. Motter on 
July 6, 1870 for the term of three 
months. The fee for a license was 
$50. per year in 1877, however, 
that was later raised to $75. per 
year. 

There were four taverns issued 
licenses on May 2, 1910 to Mike 
Piotrowski, Igqnata Szperra, W.R. 
McKenzie and J.R. Bendrick. These 
original four taverns changed 
ownership several times. 

On May 7, 1917, the following 
were issued licenses: Ignatz 
Szperra, Mike Matecki, John Hampton 
and Alex M. Bendorowicz. The above 
persons owned the taverns at the 
time prohibition went into effect 
in 1920. It lasted until 1933. 

During this time, on January 5, 
1925, dancing was declared a public 
nuisance in the village. The decree 
was not repealed until May 1934. 

The liquor license for selling 
beer was only $5. per month. 


The first recorded licenses 
after prohibition were issued in 
May to: John Hampton, Theodore 


Heck, Theresa Nowicki, Joseph Kretz 
and Peter Keil. 

These taverns continued to 
change hands through the years. On 
1957, licenses were 


September 2, 
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issued to: John Hampton, Spotanski, 
Jahnke, Ralph Prusacki and Joe 
Gajewski and Max Boczek, jointly. 
Boczek and Prusacki also had a 
joint business at a later date. 

The most taverns recorded at one 


time in Du Bois was five. One 


tavern was located east of the 
railroad, three in the center of 
the village and one on the west 
edge of the village. There are two 
taverns left at this writing 
(1989). 

The tavern on the east side of 
the railroad is known as "Kerry's 


Tavern" and is owned by Ernest 
Kerry. The one in the center of 
town is referred to as the "White 
House Tavern" and is owned by 


Sylvester Lamczek. 

The other taverns in the center 
of town were torn down in the 
1970's and the West End was torn 
down in 1989. 


---submitted by Jan, Jennifer 
and Elise Boczek 


Che Craueler’s Cate 


The original owner of the 
property where Traveler's Cafe is 
located was Phoebe Tilley. The 
two-story structure was her home. 
Mary Kuhn purchased the property 
from Tilley. Mary later leased the 
property to Sinclair Oil Company 
for 99 years. 

Earl Overturf took over the 
lease and started a restaurant. 
Then Ann and Andy Kascuba leased 
the property from Sinclair. 

In 1935, Goldie and Joe Wagner 
leased the building from Schwinn. 
After the building caught fire in 
1959, Joe and Goldie purchased i 
and repaired and renovated it. 

In 1970 Dorothy Johnson and her 
future husband, Lester Hill bought 
the restaurant and operated it for 
two years. 

Carol and Jim Bolen bought the 
restaurant from the Hills and they 
continue to operate it. 

---submitted by Carroll Peeck 


——« Becollections of 
A Gelephone Operator 


I moved to Du Bois in 1928 or 
‘29 Just in time to start my first 
year of school. We had primary, 
first, then second grade, etc. Mrs. 
Neudecker was the teacher. She had 
been married to a doctor and he had 
died leaving her with two children 
to raise, a daughter, Johanna and a 
son, Fred who was named after his 
father, Dr. Fred Neudecker. 


At one time while she was 
teaching, Mrs. Neudecker took care 
of a child whose mother was ill. 


The girl wasn't old enough to go to 
school, but the-father worked and 
had no way to care for the child. I 
remember the child napping on the 
teacher's lap as she taught the 
afternoon classes. I don't think 
many teachers would do that today. 


There was a colored family that 
lived in Du Bois for awhile. Their 
name was Meriweather. One’ girl 
attended school when I did. They 


stayed a year or two, then moved 
away. 
Paul Andrews was the last 


teacher of the Kerry School. The 


school must have been named after 
the Kerry family. Their roots go 
back many years. The school was 


east of Du Bois. 

In 1939, I took the job of 
telephone operator and in 1940 my 
twin sons were born in that office. 
The home had four rooms and the 
switchboard was located in the 
living room 

I was paid $15. per month and 
allowed 50 cents on the electric 
bill. My rent was free. 

Mrs. Felts, a small widow woman, 
had operated the switch board for a 
number of years. Then Jessie 
Smubach was the operator for a 


short time until she married and 
moved away. Edwin Fisher and wife 
were the next operators and they 
stayed until after the start of 


World war II when I took over. 

The Whitehouse TAvern was Bonks 
Store at that time and there used 
to be a mill alongside the illinois 
central -tracks, but it burned down. 

Du BOis was served by a Dr. 


Hadley. His office was on main 


street, but he left after his 
office burned. 

Others who worked in the 
telephone office were: Martha 
Waligorski, Eleanor Heck, Veronica 
Dycus and Hattie Wojtowitz who was 
there when it closed in 1960. Joe 
Malkowicz was the president of the 
company. 


---submitted by Faye Lynch Adcock 


Telephone Office 1989 
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Bu Bois Businesses - 


Barber Shops - Beauty Shops 
Harry Breed 

Bob (Peg) Johnson 

Jacker McKinzie 

Frank Andrews 

Stanley Andrews 

Jeanette's Beauty Shop 


Blacksmith Shops 


Kubacki -- made steel rims for 
wagon wheels 
Joe Podkumorski -- sharpened 


plow shares for 15¢ 
J. Smulbach 
Alexander White (the pioneer) 
Peter Nowik 


Gar Sales 


John Wirtel--Cleveland Deluxe 
Special Touring Auto. 
6 cylinder $767.45 
J.W. Reidelberger CAR REPAIR GARAGE 
CAR REPAIR GARAGES Theodore Palmer 
Polczynski Garage- operated by 
Dominic and Alex Pol- 
czynski (Highway 51 
and Du Bois’ Road). 
Phillip 66-operated by Ted Grab- 
owski. U.S. 51 & Du 
Bois Road. 
Shell Station-owned by Dominic 
Polczynski in Du Bois 
Garage-operated by Ernest Deering. 


Hiway 51 & Du Bois Rd, 
Olzie Garage (Henry & Clara) 
Pelczynski & Charlie Dycus Garage- 


Bernard and Katherine 
Schubert Garage 

Al Ditmeyer Garage 

Service Station- Joe 

West End Garage- Jack Boczek 


Clothing Stores 


Charles Reminger- Men's & Boys 
Clothes. Shoes for the family. 


Brug Stores 


First one burned. 
E.C. Corgan in Molter Hotel 
Marlow Drugs in Kuhn Store 


Sarm Equipment 


Jim Bochantin 


Bronke 
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Freight Hauling 
Jessie Coffell 
(Horse and Wagon Days) 


Grain Elevators 


Henry Holbrook 
Joe Ksycki 
John Ksycki 


Grocery Stores 


Tibbles-a log building, area of 

present Chapel Hill Cemetery, 

limited supply of items. 

J.W. Tilley and Topping-first 

store in the town of Coloma. 

Adam and Mary Kuhn-1870 

John Hampton, Sr. 

Joe Gajewski 

A.A. Saar 

Frank Polczynski-Groc. & Meats 

J.W. Reidelberger-Gen. Merch. 

Joseph and Anna Ksycki, 1911 
General Merchandise 

Ignatz Szperra 

Joe Bonk- Butcher Shop, Groc. 

Alex Benderick- Gen. Merchandise 

John and Josephine Ksycki 

Max and Alfreda Boczek 

Ralph and Dorothy Prusacki 

Leonard and Mary Konkel 

George and Gerturde Kretz 

Edward and Pauline Kania 

Marshalek's Store 1868. 

Mike and Esther Konkel 

Wayne and Margie Greer 

Mark and Cherie Pyszka 

Lorraine Sharps 


Harness Makers 
J. Ridner 
Gus Herman 


Hardware Stores 


John Rue 

John Wirtel 

Kerry's Paint Store 
Hardware also sold in gen- 
eral merchandise stores. 


Ice Cream Parlors 


Doreen Kretz and Mae Coffell 
Minnie Kroeger 


Livery Station 


Charlie Calloway Livery 
Benton Livery 


Lumber Bard 


Joe Hite 
John Setzekorn 
Charlie Setzekorn 


Millinery 


Sadie Brown 
Martha McNail 


HMills 


Grist 
Flour 
Molasses Mill 


Newspapers 


Du Bois Bulletin, published by 
Edward Brown, son of Willie 
Brown. 


Photographer 


Gus Herman 


Press 


Cider 


Restaurants. 


Greenfield 
Leroy and Imogene McKinsey 
Bob and Nellie Johnson 
Doreen Kretz and Mae Coffel 
Theresa and Pauline Nowicki 
Al and CHarlotte Jahnke 
Traveler's Cafe 
Joe and Goldie Wagner 
Jim and Carol Bolen 


Saloons and taverns 


Joe Gajewski 
Joseph Benderowicz 
John Hampton 
Ignatz Szperra 


Alex Benderick 
Max Boczek 
Stanley Zyk 
Joe Spotanski 


Jim Reidelberger 
Al Jahnke 
Kerry's Mule Barn 


Shoe Repair 


Jenner Ridner 
Ralph Prusacki 


merchandise stores 
remarkable variety of 
items for sale such as groceries, 
some clothing items, sewing items, 
hardware, and flour in 100 pound 
sacks. The proprietors bought as 
well as sold farm produce such as 
eggs, chickens, geese, ducks and, 
in the early days, butter and 
. cream. They also served as 
miniature feed stores handling 
feed, bran and other items of feed 
for livestock. oe was very 
"general" general.. from a penny 
stick of gum, a bolt of material 
for sewing men's work shirts or 
five, ten or 100 pound sacks of 
flour for the winter months. All 
were available. 


General 
carried a 


---submitted by Mary Ksycki 


Charles Evilsizer was known as the 
street lighter. It was "curfew" for 
kids when he lit the lights. 

Charles and Matilda Evilsizer were 
parents of Bell, Jeff Bart, Raymond, 
Jesse and Ellsworth (b. Dec. 7, 1906- 
dj Jam. 26, 1970). 

Bartling and Aileen Evilsizer were 
parents of Viola Ruth (1925-1925), 
Charles, who lives in Kansas City and 
Eugene, who lives in Chicago Heights. 


Polczynski's Garage 1920's 
(before paved road.) 
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(L-R) 


Interior of Reminger Store 


Roy Setzekorn, 


Ernest Ackerman, and Charlie Reminger 


at 


Charles Reminger Store 
Mr. and Mrs. Reminger by Front Door 
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sorts 


ey 


Former 


Reminger Store and living quarters. (East View) 


Adam and Mary Kuhn Dry Goods and Grocery Store 
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Joseph Bendorowicz Saloon, 
and Residence 
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Hotel 


aie 


Flour Mill 
...destroyed by fire 


Oil pumping today, 
North of Post Oflice 
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Oil boom days 


-.-drilling in process 


Bib You Anow? 


(Facts taken from town records.) 


On April 1, 
village of Coloma was officially 
changed to Du Bois. The original 
charter is in the Town Hall. 

The first trustees were: L.I. 
Bridges, W.K. Corgan, R.L. Payton, 
H.B. Laflin and B.F. Keller. 

The original boundaries 
were...all of Section thirty-three 
(33) in Township three, South of 
Range Lg west of the Third 
Principal Meridian in Washington 
County, Illinois. 

For the purpose of keeping the 
streets, alleys, lanes and highways 
in good repair, the Board may 
require every able inhabitant over 
the age of 21 years and under the 
age of 50 years to labor on said 
streets, alleys, lanes or highways 
not less than two or more than five 
days in each year and said Board 


may make such regulations to 
enforce labor. 
Public houses selling 


intoxicating liquors shall close by 
10 o'clock and also on the Sabbath 
Day. 

October 2, 1869.- If you rein 
your horse or mule to obstruct the 
sidewalk, fine of not less than one 
nor more than five dollars shall be 
made. 

March 10,1870 (Ord.XVI) That a 
five mill tax is assessed and will 
be collected on all real estate 
within the limits of said town for 
the purpose of building bridges and 


keeping in repair streets and 
alleys. 

July 1 1872 (Ord.34) All 
railroad companies passing through 


Du Bois are liable for damages done 
by running trains or engines faster 
than eight miles an hour. 

November 7, 1910- Bought three 
arc lights..one for Town Hall and 
two for street lights. 

August 3y 1914— Passed an 
ordinance that automobiles are not 
to run over eight miles an hour in 
the village. 

October 235 
meeting held 


1918- 
about 


Special 
epidemic of 


1869 the name of the 


influenza. Quarantine each and 
every case. Business places be 
closed at 8 p.m. Crowds exceeding 


six persons in any public place 
or street will be declared a 


oublic nuisance. 


April 25, 1955- Wages for town 
labor were set at..labor, 75 cents 
per hour; teaming, trucking or 
tractor at $1.50 per hour. 

May 6, 1957- Condemned the 
village hall with an emergency 
resolution. Started on plans for a 
new hall. 

Rpril Tf, i858 Mee in the new 


village hall. 
December 7, 
4-H club have 


1959- Moved to let 
the hall for their 


meetings. 
February 2, 19 25= Village 
furnished vaccine for all children 


in the village. 

October 1, 1928- Rented haii for 
less than $2. per hour for social 
and public speaking functions and 
for $3. for shows. 


February 22, 1961- Met for the 
purpose of granting 25 year 
franchise to the Okaw Commercial 
Telephone Co. of Okawville, 
TIlinois.. 


January 8, 1973- Established the 
fire department. 

February 2, 1977- Contracted to 
proceed to install waterlines for 
SLLS, VS2 


--submitted by Elise & Jennie 
Boczek 
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oe hice 


Du Bois Fire Department, No. 1 

L. to R. Town Hall, Brick Jail 

and Fire Station. Horse drawn fire 
wagon. Ed McNail on coach, Charlie 
Reminger standing next to fire station. 


Middle building-fire station 
Right-Reminger Store and Residence 
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Fighting a fire 
--by bucket brigade 


Scenes In Bu Bois 
Gnday 


Washington County 
Farm Service Co. 


GROCERY STORE 


Former Kuhn Home Oldest Brick Home in Du Bois 
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Kuhn Store Building 1989 


Polczynski's Garage 1989 


Ruh House 1989 


—-29- 


Wrofesstonals 


ALEXANDER J. BENDRICK, D.D.S. 


Dr. Alexander (Jack) Bendrick, 


the "dentist," is the son of 
Alexander M. Bendrick and grandson 
of pioneer businessman, Joe 
Bendrick (Bendorowicz). 

He was born August 19, 1924 in 
Belleville, Illinois. 

In October 1932, the family 
moved back to Du Bois where 
Alexander attended St. Charles 
School and grew up in the family 


business (general merchandising and 
a tavern). 


Alexander attended Ashley High 
School and St. Louis School of 
Dentistry where he graduated in 
1948. He practiced dentistry in 


Clayton, Missouri, before moving 
back to Du Bois with his parents.He 
practiced dentistry in Du Bois in 
the evenings and had office hours 
in Sesser, Illinois during the day. 

On April 21, 1953, Alexander 
entered the U.S. Army as a First 
Lieutenant. 


Dr. Neudecker with microscope 


On May 8, 1954 Alexander married 
Shirley Philipac of Valier. 


After being discharged from the 
army as a Captain, he moved to 
Chicago Heights where he served as 


a dentist for 34 years. 

The children of Alexander and 
Shirley are: Cathleen, who lives in 
Toronto, Canada; Dr. Gregg, a son 
who graduated from the University 
of Chicago with an M.D. degree; son 
John, who will be studying law at 
Pepperdine College, Los Angeles, 
after graduating with a B.S. degree 
from the University of California, 
Santa Cruz. 


These children are the fourth 
generation of pioneer business 
families of Joe Bendorowicz 
(Bendrick) and Alexander M. 
Bendrick (Bendorowicz), a great 
uncle of Erin Kostecki, Pioneer 4-H 
member. 


---Rosalie Kostecki 


Neudecker -- Early 1900's 


Doctor 
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Bu Bois Wolunteer 
Sire Department 


The Du bois volunteer fire 
Department was formed in 1971 when 
the Village purchased a used truck 
from the Village of Elkville. Their 
first truck was a Diamond T which 
served the community until 1981 
when a 1960 International Pumper 
was purchased from the Salem Fire 
Department. 

Henry Setzekorn served as Fire 
Chief after being appointed by the 


Village Board in 1973. He served 
until 1988. 

Enloe Klamm, Walter Boczek and 
Emil Mossa served as assistant 


chiefs during those years. 

In 1988, the Du Bois Village 
Board entered into a long term 
lease agreement with Ashley Fire 
Protection Distrisi t6 provides a 
fire station to the district with 
the district agreeing to provide a 


Class A Pumper in the village 
during the duration of the lease. 
The Du Bois pumper and _ other 


equipment was then turned over to 
the district for use in Bu Bois and 
surrounding area. 

The Du Bois Station of the 
Ashley Fire Protection District now 
houses two trucks from the 
district; one is a 500 gpm pumper 
and the other a grass truck with a 
portable pump for use on field 
-fires and carrying other equipment 
to fires. 

The Ashley Fire District Station 
#2, .Du Bois, now has 30 firemen 
available and six additional trucks 
located in Ashley, all of which 
can respond to Du Bois when needed. 


---submitted by Jack Boczek 


Post Masters 


Luther Bunce 1883-1897 
Charles Reminger 1897- 1914 
Paul Reidelberger 1914-- 
Frank Stewart -- 1927 

Lloyd Setzekorn 1927-- 
James Hinkley 1928-1943 ~ 
Agnes Reminger 1943-1945 
Victoria Ksycki 1945-1951 
William Heck 1951-1954 
Ted Keil 1954-1967 

Oley Bochantin 1967- present 


ie 


Mayors (or Chairmen of the Villare Boards) 
of Du Bois: 


1869 James K. P, Bridges 
1870 R. S. Caldwell 

1871 C. E. Kingsbury 
1872 Adam Kuhn 

1873 Jacob Baldwin 

1874 G. D. Jewell 

1875 Henry Guiger 

1876 Henry Guiger 

1877 John T. Foster 


20 year period unavailable 


1897-1902 Adam Kuhn 
1903-1904 Ignatz Szperra 
1905-1906 Adam Kuhn 
1907-1915 Unavailable 

1916 John A. Reminger 
1917-1922 John A. Reminger 
1923-1927 W. E. McNail 
1928-1933 Peter Keil 
1934-1935 Henry Keil ns 
1936-1940 Peter Keil 
1941-1952 Thad Keil 
1953-1956 Ernest Deering 
1957-1968 Theo J. Keil 
1969-1977 Eugene Waldman 
1978-1980 Wallace Waldman 
1981-1982 Dale Hilt 

1982- Terry Deering 


Submitted by Elizabeth Grabowski 


Mail Carriers 


Norvala Cameron 

Dan Cameron 

Lloyd Setzekorn 

Ernest "Cap" Ackerman 

Ted Keil 

Hosea Harris 
Bradley McCamish (present) 


Post Office Gocations 


Molter Hotel 1897 ...<untLl it 
burned 

Reminger Store --1914 

Reidelberger Store 1914-- 
Polzynski Store 1927-1943 

Bank Building 1945 
New and present — 


dedicated in 1958 


post office, 


Molter Building, 

1895. Post Office 

and General Store 

Charles Reminger. 
(Building burned 

L905) . 


Former grocery 
store used as 
post office- 
1927-1943 


Present Post 
Office 
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Churches 


History of The 
Bu Bois Methodist Church 


According to the Abstract of 
Title, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church began as a Presbyterian 
Church. The wedge-shaped tract of 
land was deeded by James K.P. 
Bridges and Caroline Bridges, 
Executors of the Last Will and 
Testament of Lewis J. Bridges, 
deceased, to Henry Holbrook, James 
C. Lounsbury,Trustees of the First 
Presbyterian Church-of Du Bois and 
their successors in office. (Rec- 
orded in Vol. 49, page 82 in the 
Recorder's Office of Washington 


County, Illinois May 4, 1874.) 

On November 12, L898 HB. 
Holbrook, L.C. Bunce and William 
Cowie, elected trustees of the 
Presbyterian Church of Du _ Bois, 
granted this property to H.B. 
Holbrook. 

The next item recorded was on 
February 23, 1696. A, Rice, S.Ls 
Qualls and A.J. Lemen were elected 
as trustees of the Du Bois 
Missionary Baptist Church. John 
Haibor and William Hampton were 


elected additional trustees of the 
church increasing the membership of 
the board to five. This was 
notarized by W.R. Corgan, Notary 
Public and filed for record on 
August 6, 1898. 

On November LZ, L893, HsBs 
Holbrook conveyed the land to 
Alexander Rice, George W Brown, 
Trustees of the Missionary Baptist 
Church of Du Bois. The Notary 
Public was W.R. Corgan. This was 
recorded in Volume 95, page 351 in 
the recorder's office of Washington 
County. 

Another recording in Volume 249, 
page 233, dated November 5, 1902 is 


the following: Alexander Rice, one 
of the trustees of the Missionary 
Baptist Church of Du Bois, gave a 
quit claim deed to the Trustees of 
the Missionary Baptist Church of 
the town of Du _ Rois their 


and 
successsors in office. 
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On July 27, 1908 the Trustees of 
the Missionary Baptist Church of Du 
Bois transferred the land to the 
Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal 


Church at Du Bois on the Tamaroa 
Charge, Mt. Vernon District, 
Southern Illinois Conference. This 
was acknowledged by William 
Hampton, John Haiber, and S.L. 
Qualls, Trustees of the Missionary 


Baptist Church before 
Corgan, Notary Public. 

In 1939, the Trustees of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church were 
James M. Hinkley, Beulah Neudecker 
and Roxie Morgan who leased this 
property to Robert Crosnoe for oil 
and gas for three years. 


Charles A 


In 1953 the trustees were H.G. 
Symons, Stella Miller and Elmer 
Morgan. These three trustees, the 
pastor, Clifford Newcomb and W.A. 


Robinson, Superintendent of the 


-Carbondale District in the Southern 


Illinois Conference of the 
Methodist Church , again leased 
the property to the Ohio Oil 
Company. This was released on 
November 26,1956. 

The property was 
Bochantin of Route 1, Du Bois, on 
July, 1976. He has made a lovely 
house out of the church building on 
this property. (The above 
information was taken from the 
abstract through the courtesy of 
Olie Bochantin.) 

There were many pastors and many 
people who worked to keep’ the 
church open during the years. Many 
cannot be named because they were 


sold to Olie 


not listed as members in the 
official church membership list 
from which the remainder of 


this information was taken. 

John Setzekorn, a Du Bois 
banker, contributed much of his 
personal time and effort as well as 
financial support to the church 
although no mention is made of him 
in the membership book. 

Katherine and Oscar Peeck, who 


lived on a farm northwest:of Du 
Bois, attended this church from 
April 21, 1912 until Mrs. Peeck'is 


‘them 


death in 1968. Although both of 
had previously joined the 
Ashley Methodist Church they never 
transferred their membership to Du 
Bois. Mrs. Peeck was Church School 
Superintendent 
piano for both church services and 
Sunday School until her health 
failed. 

The first church building was 
destroyed by fire. The last church 
was built in 1927. Since some of 
the records were destroyed in the 
fire, this list of members will not 
be complete. 


The following members were 
received into the Methodist 
Episcopal Church congregation. 


Dates and some pastors are listed. 
1888 Jeannie. Herman received by 
Rev. B.S. Smith 

1894 Hettie Greer. Pastor Rev. C.S. 
McCollum 

1908 Roxie. Pastor Rev. P.H. Hern 
1908 Charles Hackett, Pastor Rev. 
P.H. Hern, Harriet Coffel, Elvira 
Corgan and Affie Fisher, no dates 
given. 

1911 James Hinckley 
Rev. J.S. Hall 


received by 


1921 John and Hazel Morgan, 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
Morgan. 


1923 _Cyrus Lynch, received by Rev. 
R. Bass 

1923 Ella and Jesse Privett by Rev. 
Bass. 

1927 August Herman 
Norris. 

1928 June Anselm, daughter of James 
Hinkley, by Rev. Norris. 

1928 Mary Lynch, mother of Cyrus, 
and her two daughters Lola Lynch 
and Faye Lynch adcock. 

1931 Laura (Mrs. James) Hinkley by 
Rev. I.E, Lutz. 
1931 Adam Lynch, 
and father of 
Cyrus, Lola 
I,K. LWtz. 


by Rev. W.R. 


husband of Mary 
three children: 
and Faye, received by 


1931 Emma Miller by Rev. I.E. Lutz. - 


She later moved her membership to 
the Evangelical Church in 1941. 
1934 Johnnine Hinkley, daughter of 
James Hinkley, baptized on 
September 23. 

1935 John Farmer and Arleen Farmer, 
Emmett Hafercamp and Esgelana 
Hafercamp. 

1937 Mabel Seibert 
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and also played the. 


19.43 John Jefferson .Anselm and 
Martha Sue Anselm, step-children of 
June., Marjorie Peeck Pedtke was 
baptized and became a member of the 
Du Bois Methodist Church on April 
2B 1943. Leora Howell and 
children: . Joyce Ann, Ruby May, 
Robert Eugene. Mrs. L.E. Shadle, 
Stella Miller and Elmer Morgan, 
James Watts and Myrtle Watts. 


1944 Rebecca Dober, Mary Triegloff 
withdrew on April 22 and joined 
Richview Church’. Her children 


Marjorie and Kenneth Triegloff were 
members. 
1945 William Lynch, son, Ralph and 


daughter, 
Clara. 
1945 Lloyd Taylor, pastor Rev. Carl 
Arnold. 


Audrey Lois and wife, 


1947 George Vernor McKenzie and 
wife, Opal Mae, also children: 
Vivian Marie, Kenneth Wayne, Fred 


Wyman and Hettie Ellen. The younger 
children were baptized by Rev. Carl 
Arnold on March 23, 1947. They were 
Esther Lee, James Clarence, Lila 
Lou and Robert Bertrand. 


The following are pastors who 


served after 1947: Rev. Jerry 
Weiss, Rev. Melvin Boyd, Rev. 
Robert Hollis, Rev. Clifford 
Newcome, Rev. David J. Bobb, Rev. 
Lonnie Inlow, Rev. Scott, Rev. 
Edward Spiedel, Rev. Ernest 
Connett, Rev. I. Oliver Buecher and 
his son, Rev. Stephen Buecher and 


Rev. Guy Watson. 

Rev. Guy Watson was probably the 
last pastor to serve the church . 
He came in April 1971 and served 
until March 1974. 

The last members received into 
the church according to the record 
book were Mrs. June McKinstry and 
her son, Wayne. Mrs. McKinstry was 
a great help to the church because 
she taught a children's Sunday 
School class and played the piano 
for church services. 

The Methodist Church was always 
open for funerals of people in Du 


Bois whether they were members or 
not. This was in the days when 
funerals were held in churches 


instead of funeral homes. 


On June 20, 1976 the 
books were officially closed and 
the balance on hand was donated to 
the Ashley Methodist Building Fund. 
Marjorie Pedtke served as Church 


church . 


Treasurer and Financial Secretary 


from October 10, 1954 to the date 
of the church closing. 

---submitted by 
Pedtke. 


Marjorie Peeck 


St. Mark's United 
Church of Christ 


Siti. Mark's United Church of 
Christ once known as_ the German 
Church or the German Evangelical 
St. Mark's Church was established 
AUgGUust 13, 1876. 

Settlers, primarily of German 
descent from in and around Du Bois, 
had brought books and hymnals from 
the Old Country and for a short 
time "went to preaching" at Dry Arm 
Church which was six miles north 
of Du Bois. Reverend L. von Rague 
from Hoyleton would drive with 
horse and buggy the eleven miles 
every two weeks to deliver a sermon 
in the afternoon to the church 
group. 


In January of 1876, St. John's 
Evangelical Church of Du. Quoin was 
organized with Julius Kramer as 


pastor. On August 13, 1876, twelve 
men of Du Bois, with the help of 
Pastor Kramer, adopted a 
constitution for the Evangelical 


St. Mark's -Church of Du Bois. J.W. 
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Schwind was elected president with 
Peter Brod as vice-president, 
B.F.W. Keller, secretary and Ernest 
Voss, treasurer. Other charter 
members included: Casper Johannes, 
August Ellermeyer, William 
Ellermeyer, Anton Mueller, John 
Fisher and CAr1 Reminger. In 
September, six others joined the 
church. 

The following 
congregation bought 
b... Bridges for $30. for the 
purpose of erecting a frame 
structure 24' by 36' in size. On 
June 13 pLie7T » the dedicatory 
service was held in the new church. 

After the contractor's price of 
$1000 was paid a remaining debt of 
$465 was left. J.W. Schwind took 
over the note, the balance of which 
was canceled by the heirs upon the 
death of J.W. and his wife 
Katherine in 1892. Adam Kuhn, 
husband of Mary Schwind, bought the 
bell for the church. 

The practice of sharing a pastor 
with Sit. John's of Du Quoin 


March the 
two lots from 


continued for several years. In 
1894, St. Mark's decided to engage 
their own pastor and so a decision 


was made to build a parsonage. 


After 31 years of independence, 
St. Mark's found that money was 
"tight" and it became necessary to 


again share pastors with Du Quoin 
for a few years. However,, in 1940, 
Reverend John Hills came to serve 
both the Du Bois and the Biddleborn 
churches for seven years. He was 
the last pastor to live in the 
parsonage. After that time, supply 
pastors came from Du Quoin, 
Irvington or Hoyleton. 

In recent times, Reverend Norman 
Witthaus served as both a pastor 
and Director of Du Bois Center. He 
served from 1965 to LOT. Ae 
present(1989), a lay minister, 
Robert Miller from Du Quoin serves 
and the Du Quoin minister, Rev. 
Fred Fieker, continues to assist as 
needed. 

There have been many changes in 
the physical appearances of the 
church in the last 112 years. The 
first major change was in 1934 when 
an addition to the west end of the 
church was added plus a new chancel 
and a basement. In 1938 a new coal 
furnace was purchased by the Ladies 
Aid Society. Another big change was 


in 1945 when the corner lot was 
deeded to the church by the heirs 
OL J.W; Schwind, ~- the first 
president of the church. During 


1946 the newly acquired corner lot 
was made: into a parking lot. 

The Hext big year for change was 
1959. At this time an addition to 
the front was completed which not 
only increased the interior 
capacity, but also served to 
protect the basement entrance. The 
most recent addition across’ the 
west end of the church was 
completed in 1976 in time for the 
100th anniversary celebration. In 
1979, the parsonage was removed 
from the church property. 


---submitted by Annalee Bowers 
Gates, daughter of Raymond and 
Bertha(Schwind) Bowers 
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St. Charles Borromeo 
Parish and Church 


This is the history of St. 
Charles Church as told to us 
through word of mouth passed from 
generation to generation, from 
church records and the written 
history. 

St. Charles Parish like most 
parishes, had an humble beginning, 


filled with many difficulties which 
drew parishners together by a love 
for God and His church...a love so 
great that they would work together 
to overcome their difficulties and 


eventually build one of the most 
beautiful churches in Southen 
» Tldinois.. 

St. Charles Parish was 
established by Polish and German 
settlers fleeing religious 
persecution. _ 

The first record of the parish 


of St. Charles Borromeo in Coloma, 


now Du Bois, was the baptismal 
record of Katherine Oberhofer on 
December 26, 1868. At that time the 


parish was administered by Fr. 
Charles Klocke from Du Quoin. 

St. Charles started out asa 
small parish of about ten families. 
At that time, Mass was offered in 
the home of Martin Kuhn who lived 
just north of town. 


In 1874 work was started to 
build a church in which the people 
could worship. At that time there 
were many immigrants that were 
making their way to Coloma to 
escape the religious persecution of 
German Chancellor Bismarck. The 
Poles eagerly joined the workers 
building the chureh. Tt stood 


southeast of the present church and 
was 75 feet long and 36 feet wide. 
It was not a large church for that 
time. When the fas Holy 
Sacrafice of the Mass was offered 
on December 16, 1877, the only pews 
they had were planks laid on empty 
nail kegs. 

In 1878 Rev. L. Riesen of 
Pinckneyville was appointed pastor, 
assisted by Father 
Father Wallowski was unable to 
offer Mass because he had lost an 
arm in the Insurrection of 1863, 


Wollowski. 


but he assisted in hearing 
confessions and preaching. It was 
because of his efforts that St. 
Charles finally received a pastor 
of Polish heritage. 

Between the years 1879 and 1898 
St. Charles Parish was administered 
by the Franciscan Fathers who had a 
monastery in Radom, Father Liss 
O.F.M. and Father Urban Stanowski. 


A disagreement arose as to what 


language was to be used for the 
non-Latin part of the service. 
Although separate churches were 


suggested by the parishners, this 
was not practical due to the cost 
involved. There was also 
disagreement over the location of 
the sorely needed school building. 
Father Urban wanted the building at 
Bald Hill, but his parishners 
wanted it by the church. 

In 1882 the Most Reverend Bishop 
closed the parish church for a 
period of one year because an 
agreement could not be reached. The 


parish was again closed in 1885, 
this time for a period of two 
years. When the parish reopened in 
1887, Father Urban was replaced by 
Father Sebastian Cebula. He was 
accompanied by Rev. Luke 
Mierzowski. Father Luke was 
appointed pastor and served the 
parish from 1887-1894. It was 
during that time the school and 
convent were built next to the 
church. A five-acre tract east of 
Du Bois was purchased for a 
cemetery. 


The rectory was built during the 
time of Fr. Czech and served as a 
home for the attending priest on 
week-ends and as a boarding school 
for children who lived too far away 
from school to walk each day. 
in 1885 Fr. Theodore Kalajama 
followed Fr. Czech, then Fr. 
Stanowski, brother of Fr. Urban 
Stanowski. 

The desired a 
full time pastor not just a 
week end pastor. The Franciscans 
did not. allow their priests to live 
alone and Du Bois was not big 
enough to support two priests.It 
was because of this that St. 
Charles left the Franciscans and 


parishners 
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went to Secular priests. 

On July 16, 1898, Bishop John 
Janssen appointed Father Ceranski, 
a newly ordained - priest, as full 
time pastor of St. Charles. He was 
also the first priest of Polish 
descent to work in the Belleville 
Dioceses. With Fr. Ceranski's help 
the parish grew so much that the 
church was too small. 

Fit « Ceranski traveled 
extensively and as he traveled he 
looked at the architecture of the 
churches he saw and determined he 
would combine the best features of 
each in the church he longed to 
build in Du Bois. 

New parishes were formed in 
Scheller, Posen and Tamaroa taking 
in about 105 families. 

In 1908 work was begun on the 
present church. The Most Reverend 
Paul Rhode, Auxillary Bishop of 
Chicago laid the cornerstone. The 
church was finished in 1910 and was 
indeed an imposing edifice. It is a 
combination of Roman and Byzantine 
architacture and stands 131 feet 
long, 80 feet wide and 50 feet high 
with twin spires that reach 116 
feet toward the sky. Standing as a 
symbol of the strong people who 
built it and those who maintain peice 
it is also a tribute to the man who 
conceived 5 By and helped build 
it...Monsignor Joseph Ceranski. The 
result is one of the most beautiful 
churches in Southern Illinois, 
referred to as “The Cathedral of 
the Prairie." 


_you 


On entering the church one must 
be amazed at the interior beauty. 
The magnificantly domed and vaulted 
ceiling is supported by marble-like 
pillars. Each of the stained glass 
windows has its own significance. If 
look closely, you will notice 
the stars on the third widow from 
the rear on the south side of the 
church. These stars represent the 
young men from the parish who 
served in World War I. The one gold 


star alone represents the man who 
did not return home alive. Under 
each window is the name of its 


loyal donor. 
At. EASE, 
lights. As 


candles were the only 
things progressed, so 


ob je 


i 
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did the church and gas lamps were 
added. Then Fr. Ceranski purchased 
a generator and produced 
electricity .for the church and 
rectory. Finally in 1937, 
electricity came to the village of 
Du Bois andthe church was ready. 

In 1938 the old altars were 
replaced. The Way of the Cross 
stations were added. 

In the early 1920's because of a 


special devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, a young mother, Anna 
Ksycki, began a campaign to 


purchase the statueof the Sorrowful 
Mother "Pieta" for the left side of 
the church. The interior of the 
church was not painted until 1946. 

The large steeple bell was 
purchased for $255. and donated by 
Mary Kuhn at the time the church 
was being bid I. Today the 
beautiful sound of the bells may be 
heard for miles. 

The statue of St. Charles 
Borromeo, our parish patron, holds 
a place of honor in front of and on 


the north side of the altar. This 
statue was donated by Maryann 
Szopinski in the early days of the 
church. There are many other 
statues. 

Many changes have taken place 


through the years. The tall pulpit 
which stood on the south part of 
the sanctuary is gone, the pipe 
organ has been replaced with a new 
one, new pews have been added, the 
church was repainted and 
redecorated, the main altar has 
been turned to face the people, 
floors are carpeted. The heavy 
Gothic wood doors were replaced. 
The deep religious faith still 
holds true at Sts Charles 
Borromeo-Cathedral of the Prairie. 
Other pastors since MSGR. 

Ceranski were: 

Msgr. Paulin Dodkowski 

Rev. Raymond Malek 

Rev. Emil Maziarz 

Rev. Hyacinth Mazuchowski 

Rev. John Terepka 

Rev. Robert Gore 

Rev. Daniel Jurek 

Rev. Albert Jerome served as 
parish administrator for one year. 


---submitted by Monica and 
Shirley Kabat 


Monsignor Joseph Ceranski 


Father 
September 2, 


Joseph Ceranski was born 
1873 in Poland. When 
he was six years old his family 
came to the United States and 
settled in Wisconsin. He finished 
his grade and high school education 
there. After graduation he enrolled 
in the Polish Seminary in Orchard 
Lake, Michigan and completed his 
studies at St. Frances Seminary in 
Milwaukee. 

He came to the Belleville 
Diocese at the request of Bishop 
Janssen who was in need of Polish 
priests. Father Ceranski was 
appointed pastor of St. Charles 
Borromeo Parish in Du Bois, 
illinois on July 16, 1898. He was 
instrumental in building the new 
church (1908-1910). He also helped 
to build churches and establish 
parishes in Scheller, Posen and 
Tamaroa. 

Transportation was difficult in 
those days... most of it on foot, 
on bicyles, or on horseback. Much 
of Father's travel was by train. In 
1912, he was the second person in 
Du Bois to buy a car. 

In 1948 after his 
jubilee, he was given 
Right Reverend Monsignor. In 1952, 
he was assigned his first 
assistant, Rev. Joseph Wieczarek. 
In 1955 he recieved Raymond Malec; 
1956, Donald Lenzine followed by 
Fr. Emil Maziarz. 

St. Charles was the only parish 
Monsignor Ceranski ever ministered 
to (1898-1962). 
of 1962. 


--- submitted by Monica Kabat 


golden 
the title 


What twins were born in the tele- 
phone office? 


Who is the youngest baby pictured 
in this book? 
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He died in August 


St. Charles School 


Ne St. Charles Parish grew in 
parishoners, a parochial school was 
needed. In 1891, both a school and 
a convent were built. The school 
started classes on October 5, 1891 
With 32 students. The convent was 
built to accommodate the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame. 

‘Since 1891, the Sisters have 
conscientiously taught the students 
and guided them in their faith and 
love of God. 

The school enrollment 
continually increased through the 
years. Eventually the two classroom 
building needed to be enlarged. 
Therefore in 1922, a beautiful 
building program brought about some 


interesting changes. The wood from 
the original church was salvaged 
for building a three classroom 


school with a basement which served 
as a dining room for parish 
functions and a dining area for the 
boarders who occupied the original 
two-classroom building for living 
quarters. 

A parish the size of St. Charles 
has a need for continuous 
maintenance and improvement. iia 
1964, the present new school 
building and Sisters' convent were 
erected. 


Schools 


The new building has 
classrooms and a 
accommodate the 
of Du Bois. 

As we approach the century mark 


four 
gymnasium to 
spirited athletes 


for Siz. Charles School, we are 
thankful for the continued support 
of the Notre Dame Sisters.The 


present enrollment is about seventy 
students. 


---submitted by Susan, Sarah, Grec 
and Gary Zmudzinski 


Second Catholic School, built in 1922 


Present Catholic School, built in 1964 
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= See 


Hopewell School 


MSGR J. Czeranski and 1950 Eighth Grade 
Early 1900's 


Graduation Class 


Bu Bois Public Schools 


The first public school was 
located in Section 32 in 1839. Mr. 
Johnson was the teacher. Before 


this school was started, children 
were taught in Perry County. 

The second school was built 
around 1900. Mr. Brown was_ the 
teacher. This building was located 
north of the old K.of cC. hall, 
which is about one block north of 
St. Charles Church. 

The third and last public school 
was located where our new village 
hall is now located. It was a brick : 
building consisting of three rooms. Chapel Hill School 1928. 
Two rooms were classrooms and the 
third was a library. Some of the 
teachers that taught there were : 

Lane, Neudecker, Spencer and Clark. 


E SRA 
2X, Se seem 


---submitted by Susan, Greg, Sarah 
and Gary Zmudzinski 


@u Bois Center 


Du Bois Center is an outdoor 
ministry camp and conference 
facility owned and operated by the 
Illinois South Conference of the 


United Church of Christ. 
At the May 1958 Synod meeting at 


Eden UseGeCs x Edwardsville, the 
Christian Education Committee 
suggested that efforts should be 
started toward finding a suitable 
Site for a conference and camp 
Site. The committee was instructed 
to seek a camp site and in time 


inspected a 120 wooded tract with a 
15 acre lake, owned by the Illinois 
Central Railroad near Du _ Bois, 
Tllinois. 

Maps and colored slides of the 
Site were viewed at the 1961 Synod 
meeting. A price of $10,000 was 
negotiated with the railroad for 
the property. The purchase was 
consumated in August, 1962. 

In May, 1963, the Synod voted to 
create a not-for profLlt 
corporation, South Illinois United 


Church Camp, Inc. to hold title and 
put into operation the newly 
acquired property. 

An adjoining 20 acres and a 
house were bought in February, 
1964, for $5,000. Ground breaking 
ceremonies were held January 24, 
1965. 

In late L965, Rev, Norman 


Witthaus was hired as manager of Du 
Bois Center. To conform to the new 
organization of Illinois South 
Conference, the United Church Camp 
Corporation was dissolved in 1965 
and all assets and liabilities 
transferred to the Conference. 

The first phase of construction 
consisted of a central lodge, 
manager's house, two cottages, 
swimming area, shower building, 
water, sewer system, tents and 
camping equipment. A third cottage 
was added and financed by the 
Conference's Women's Guild. 


Proanizations and 


The summer of 1965 was the first 
session. 


full summer camping 

Through the years, another 60 acres 
were purchased and the Deer Run 
tent and trailing area was devel- 
oped, which includes an eight 
aaré lake. The office building, 
Hickory Lodge and the barn were 


eas Chg eee eee have been financed 
through the Conference Capital 
Fund. Out of a current annual 
operating budget of $200,000, siete 
$30,000 is received from the 
Conference O.C.W.M. budget. 

bu Bois Center is a "place 
apart" rom ondiseary life. Tt is & 
wooded sanctuary where one can be 
free to listen to God's word. Du 
Bois Center offers food service, 
program options, and opportunities 
for horseback riding, hayrides, 
barge rides, boating, canoeing, 


DuBois, Illinois 


The Year-Round Camp and Retreat Center 
of the 
ILLINOIS SOUTH CONFERENCE 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


“Here is a place to be refreshed in body and spirit 


in the presence of Him who created us.” 


-42- 


swimming, fishing, hiking, and 
there are guided tours. 
Arrangements for and scheduling 
the use of program options and 
equipment is made through the 
Center's office. 

In 1984, Du Bois Center served 
515 campers in the summer camp 
sessions and about 2500 people 
through retreats, Meetings and 
workshops. In 1989 there were 750 
campers and 3,000 people who 
attended retreats and other 
meetings. 

The current (1989) employees 
are: Director, Greg Louder; 
Maintenance Manager, Curtis White; 
Business Manager, Priscilla 
Johnson; Kitchen and Janitorial 
Staff, Velma Johannes, Dorothy 


White, Lillian Bathon, 
and Virginia Jahnke. 
-—~Submitted by Virginia, Steven, 
and Margaret Jahnke 


Stacey White 


Knights of Columbus 


On August 26, 1957 Du Bois 
Council of the Knights of Columbus 
was formed because of the efforts 
of Henry Setzekorn, Past Grand 
Knight, who hand-carried the 
petition to District Deputy Jake 
Eisenhauer to acquire the charter. 


The date of installation was 
August 26, 1957 with the following 
officers: Chaplain-Donald Lenzine, 
Grand Knight- Henry Setzekorn, 
Deputy Grand Knight, Ernest 


Deering, Chancellor, Leonard Kabat, 


Recorder, Ernest Ackerman, 
Financial Secretary, Ed Kania, 
Treasurer, Walter Wisniewski, 
Lecturer, Clarence Waldman, 


Advocate, Edwin Waldman, 


Warden, Oliver Witkowski, 
Inside Guard, Mike Konkel, 
Outside Guard, Mike Biesk, 
Trustees: Clarence Waldman, Ben 
Boczek and Herman Wagner. 

The meetings were held in the 
basement of the old St. Charles 


school until 1960 when the original 
hall was purchased from Frank 
Marchalek. 
Due to the growth of membership 
the condition of the original 
construction on a new hall 


and 
hall, 


started in 1976. It was dedicateéeu 


on its present site in 1977. The 
entire membership is proud of this 
hall which boasts a seating 


Capacity of 500 people comfortably. 
It can accommodate most weddings. 
Dances are held generally every 
week-end with Bingo on Wednesday 
and Sunday nights. 

The K.C. members are very proud 
of our Past Grand Knights who 
helped establish our present 
Council. Those dedicated people 
are: Henry Setzekorn, 1957-1960, 
Sylvester Malinski, 1960-1965 
Ernest Deering, 1965-1966 
Edward Kania, 1966-1967 
Henry Setzekorn, 1967-1971 
Clarence Waldman, 1971- 1972 
Edward Kania,1972-1974 
Marion Setzekorn, 1974-1976 
Dominic Pijut 1976-1979 
Daniel Spotanski, 1979-1983 
Walter Pelker, 1983-1985 
Leonard Kabat, 1985-1988 
George Wyciskalla, 1988-present 

The Council boasts a membership 
of 220 Knights and their main 
objective, as all other Councils, 
is to assist the mentally retarded. 


Our motto which we all live by is 
"Faith, Hope and Charity for All 
Mankind." 


Allen Koenegstein 


---submitted by 
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Community Organtzations 


There have been several 
organizations during the early 
history of Du Bois. 

In the 1920's, the Modern 


Woodmen were founded. James Hinkley 


was the leader. They met once a 
month upstairs in the Hampton 
Building which we now know as 
Kerry's. 

Modern Woodmen is an insurance 
organization. Although the Du Bois 
branch no longer exists, some 
members still belong to other 
chapters. 

The Royal Neighbors had a 


chapter in the 1930's. At that time 
there was also the Campfire Girls 
group with Mrs. Neudecker as their 
leader. 

There are also church groups 
still in existence that were begun 
in earlier days: the Altar Societv, 
the Sacred Heart Society and the 
Living Rosary Society 

In 1959, Our Lady of Lourdes 
Comune 1790 of the Catholic 
Daughters was chartered in Du Bois 
through the efforts and hard work 
of the First Grand Regent, Goldie 
Wagner. PFYi6or #60 ‘this, several 
ladies were members of the Todd's 
Mill Court. 

At the present time there are 
only seven Catholic Daughters 
Courts left in the Belleville 
Diocese. Du Bois is proud to be one 
of them. 

In 1963, under the guidance of 
Joann Wisniewski and Joann Boczek, 
the Junior Catholic Daughters were 
organized. This group consisted of 
girls aged 12 to 18. Participation 
was great within a couple of 
years that Joann Boczek formed the 
Juniorettes. This was for younger 
girls aged 7 to 12. 

Some of the activities the girls 


SO 


did as fund raisers were: baked 
bread sales (they baked all night), 
collected glass and some of the 
older ones chopped corn and weeds 
out of farmers' bean fields. 

In 1984 both youth groups 
disbanded. 


---submitted by Shirley and 
Monica Kabat 


Bu Bois AARB 


In 1975, Cecilia Chase, with the 
help of Charles Franco from East 
St. Louis, organized the AARP Du 
Bois Chapter 2327 of Senior 
Citigens.. the f1ret meeting was 
held May 16, 1975 in the old KR. of 
Gz hall with sixteen members 
present. The first president was 
Cecilia Chase. 

At the present time there are 
eighty-four members. The meetings 
are held the second Monday of 
each month. 
Members in 
Wojtowicz, 
Caroline Wilson, 
Adam Baker, Rose Belinski, 
Josephine Ksycki, Blanche 
Brownfield, Mary Wisniewski, Sophie 
Heck, Ann Setzkorn, Helen Prusacki, 


on 


the 
Pauline 
Leonard 


pietire: attic 
Privetta, 
Bujewski, 


Lottie Chase, Lulu Symons, 
Sylvester Felts, Cecilia Chase, 
Susie Polczynski, Hallene Felts, 


Pauline Majewski, Mary Jarkoski and 
Julia Kuratkowski. 


---submitted by Doreen Trader 
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Reception of Joseph and May Kretz. 
Barly 1900's. Band members seated michalene and (driver) 


in front row:Watsie Podkormoski, 
Joe V. Kretz, John Reminger, John 
Kuhn and John Skurat. 


4-H Clubs 


The first 4-H Club in Du Bois 
was organized in 1936 by Mrs. Lloyd 
Setzekorn. There were twelve 


members. Clothing and cooking were 
their projects. 


Patsy Kyscki with 


Nancy Kretz. 


The meetings were held at St. 
Mark's Evangelical Church basement 
during 1936 and 1937. The members 
were: Darlene Ackerman, Jocille 
Ackerman, Evelyn Coats, Delores 
Green, Bernice Hoferkamp, Elise 


Kried, Betty Kretz, Jean Keil, ,Mona 
Lynch, Jackie Oelze and Deloris 
Waldman. 

Another club was formed in 1952. 
Five people were needed for a club. 


The club's name was "Wildcats." The 
meetings were similar to those 
today except every time a member 


missed a 
ten cents. 


meeting he/she was fined 


The projects they chose were: 
home improvement, forestry, 
poultry, gardens, handcrafts, beef 
cattle, ¢€oOrn crops, rabbits and 
wildlife conservation. 

The leader was William Heck. A 
few of the members (1952-1957) 
were: Darlene Schook, Robert 
Trader, Sara Kretz, Leon Pelker, 
Nancy Kretz and Patricia Ksycki. 

The meetings were held at 
Hampton Hall, Town Hall and in the 


leader's home. 


---submitted by Wm. Heck 
Mrs. Lloyd Setzekorn 
Michele Reidelberger 
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Bu Bois Pioneers 4-0 Club 


In April of 1985; 
young, ambitious children 
St. Charles School, which most of 
them attended. Our future leaders, 
Jean and Calvin Ibendahl, came with 
open hands. A member, Paul 
Grabowski, had written to Calvin 
and asked him to be the leader. A 
group name was chosen: DuBois 
Pioneers 4-H Club. 

Soon we decided to meet once a 
month and have our meetings at the 
school. Next it was "Show Day" at 
the county seat and our ambitious 
group turned into a group of 
winners. They were judged on 
projects that they had chosen in 
April. There were lots of blue 
ribbons and a state winner. 

In a few years, the club 
participated in the Colgate "Youth 
for America" contest. The community 
service project consisted of 
devising a numbering system of 
houses in Township 4-1 so they 
could be easily found by the fire 
department and the emergency 
volunteers. The club won second in 
the nation. 


a group of 


We did not stop with this 
project. We landscaped the 
community park and painted the 
storage . buildings and trash 
barrels. We won an honorable 
mention in the Colgate contest and 
first in the state community 


development contest. 

The third year, we helped the 
tornado stricken town of Allendale 
by taking food, clothing, personal 
and household items to the 4-H Club 
there who distributed the items. We 
won second in the nation and first 
in the state with this project. We 
also won a sixth award with our 
family histories and family trees. 

We greeted President Ronald 
Reagan at the airport when he came 
to see the drought stricken farms 
in Southern Illinois. Then we said 
"Good Morning America" on that 
national newscast. 

Our individual projects consist 
of leathercraft, sewing, cooking, 
care of pets, gardening, raising 
grain and swine and "do your own 
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met at. 


DuBOIS PIONEERS 4-H CLUB 
(Standing L-R) Susan Keller, Calwin 
and Jean Ibendahl, Elise Boczek, 
Monica Kabat, Margaret Jahnke, 
Renee Majewski, Jeff Zmudzinski, 
Charles Skortz, Jessica Zmudzinski, 
Elizabeth Grabowski. (Seated L-R) 
Constance Eator, Andrea Ksycki, 
Erin Kostecki, Christine Nehrkorn, 
Jennifer Boczek.(Kneeling L-R) 
Chawn Skorcez, Sarah Zmudzinski, 
Yvonne Eator, Steven Jahnke, 
Jennifer Pieszchalski, Michele 
Reidelberger. 


thing" and other projects such as 
child care and citizenship. 

We enjoy "Share the Fun", 
camping and workin at the Perry 
County Fair. 

We have traveled to Springfield, 
Allendale, Champaign and St. Louis 
where we have attended a ball game, 
ridden on a Mississippi cruise boat 
and attended Six Flags Amusement 
Park. 

We planned the ceremony and 
program to dedicate the flag pole 
in the community park. 


Three years ago we began the 
custom of having a community 
potluck supper with Santa anda 
community Christmas tree. The 
Women's Club now helps with this 
event. We sing carols and get our 


local and county awards. 

Watch for our sign welcoming you 
to Du Bois at the Route 51 
intersection with Du Bois Road. 


--- submitted by Jeff Zmudzinski, 
Treasurer and former President 


Woman's Club 


The Du Bois area Woman's Club was 
established in June of 1988. The 
club was originally a branch of 
Washington County Home Extension. 
Our concern for our community was 
the main idea for establishing our 
club. We wanted to do more for the 
betterment of our community. 

We had several planning meetings 
in the spring of 1988 and held our 


first DBAWC meeting on June 16, 
1988 at the home of Sandy 
Polczynski. 

Charter members are: Ellen 
Boczek, Crystal Deering, Cheryl 
Deering, Rieta Deering, Carol 
Gogolek, Mary Klaybar, Doris 


Kostecki, Rosalie Kostecki, Jane 
Kania and Sandy Polczynski. 

A membership drive was held and 
gained two new members; Sherry 


Pyska and Jennifer Morris. 


Our .officers for the first year 
(1988-89) were as follows: 
President, Crvstal Deering; 
Vice-President, Carol Gogolek; 
Secretary, Jennifer Morris, 
Treasurer, Cheryl Deering, and 


Historian, Mary Klaybor. 


Our first year we held two bake 
sales and set up a stand at the Du 
Bois Homecoming. We also paid for 
the registration of. the original 


of the village of Du Bois. 
We purchased a Christmas tree and 
decorations for the Community 
Building and also donated a turkey 
for the 4-H annual dinner and 
Christmas party. 

Currently in our second year, we 
had a raffle and raised over $500. 
with the proceeds going to St. 
Charles School. 

Officers for 
President, Rosalie 
Vice-President, Sandy 
Secretary, Crystal Deering, 
Treasurer Cheryl Deering and 
Historian, Mary Klaybor. 

New members joining in 1989 are: 
Brenda Kyscki, Chris Freeman, Cindy 
Bejma, luisa Urbanski, Marlene 
Easton and Judy Somalinski. 

Our goal in the coming year is to 
make Du Bois one of the best 
communities in Southern Illinois. 


charter 


1989-90 are: 
Kostecki, 
Polczynski, 


---submitted by Rosalea Kostecki 


.property on 


@ldest Brick Hone 


The brick home located north of 
the present post office was built 
on 40 acres of the NW 4 of the NE} 
Section 33, Township three South , 
Range 1 West, which was purchased 
from the United States by Asa Ds 
Harper on December 6, 1852. 

On December 14, 1857, Asa 
had a surveyer make a plot 
lots, streets and alleys. It was 
called the Harper's Addition to the 
town ork Coloma in Washington 
County, state of Illinois. 

Asa D. Harper and Rebecca, his 
wife, deeded the property several 
times. On November 22, 1868 the 
Illinois Central Railroad occupied 
a part of the property as is 
recorded. 

On November 1, 1876 the town of 
Coloma was changed to the town of 
Du Bois: Also, lots four, Five and 
six, lying between lot six and 
Harper's Addition were separated 
from the other property. 

In LOT > the lots 
Harper's Addition were deeded to 
the Remington Sewing Machine 
Company and later, in 1879, to an 
individual. 

In 1888, lots four, five and six 
in block one (Harper's Addition) 
were deeded to the Kuhn family: 
Adam, Mary, Emma, John and Clara. 
The Kuhn family owned most of the 
town and surrounding area. 

In 1932, the last member of the 
Kuhn family passed away leaving the 
J.W. Schwind familv most of the 
property. Clara Kuhn was the last 
member of her family to pass away. 
Her uncle, J.W. Schwind was her 
nearest relative. 

Schwind sold the property to 
Blanche V. Ellermeyer in 1943. She 
sold the property to Lottie Rehmus 
in 1946. Rhemus transferred the 
property to her son, Galvester 
Rhemus, an attorney. 

In 1970 the property was sold at 
public auction. William P. Heck and 
his wife Eleanor purchased the 
September 26, LO7O, 
They are the present owners and 
continue to live in the oldest 
brick home in Du Bois..a house that 
was built in 1874. 


Harper 
map of 


and the 


---submitted by William P. Heck 
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Sunior Chamber of Commerce 


The 
(IC™ s) 


Junior Chamber of Commerce 
were in existence in Du Bois 
from 1977 to 1982. The purpose of 
the organization was to use the 
organized efforts of area young men 
to improve the community through 
involvement in various activities. 


Some projects undertaken by the 
JC's were the annual Easter egg 
hunt for young children, decorating 
downtown for Christmas, sponsoring 
basketball tournaments for young 
men, sponsoring a July Fest on July 


Fourth week-end and holding 


consignment auction sales. 


New Community 
the village 


Building in 
park. 


Former grocery store and 


K.C. Hall. Now Jeanette's 
Beauty Shop 
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Flag Pole Dedication 
L-R Robert Miller, 
Terry Deering, 
Wayne Goforth, State Representative 
Ralph Dunn, Illinois State Senator 
Father Robert Gore, St. Charles Pastor 
(front) Elizabeth Grabowski, 4-H 
program chairman, M.C. 


, July 1988 
St. Mark's Minister 
Du Bois Mayor 


Making apple butter in the park-CDA 


St. Charles Cemetery 


A plot of ground for the St. 
Charles Cemetery was obtained by 
the St. Charles Parish in 1888. 

It is located in Washington 
County on a high hill about 
three-fourths mile east of Du Bois. 

According to parish records, the 


first burial was that of Joseph 
Grabowski,Sr. . on December 11, 
1888. Prior to this, deceased 


members of St. Charles were buried 
at St. Michaels Cemetery at Radom, 
Illinois. 

Others buried at St. Charles 
Cemetery include Rt. Reverend 
Monsignor Joseph Ceranski, August 
9, 1962, who served as pastor of 
St. Charles for sixty-four years 
and native son, Reverend Stanley 
Ksycki, January 23, 1976. 


Some of the other names on the 
stones from 1861-1896 are: Kuhn, 
Molter, Hoffman, Kujawska, 
Doberstein, Gajewski, Bochantin, 


Bendrick and Majewski. 

Near the southeast corner and 
along the fence at the east side, 
there are graves without stones and 
some stones have sunk into the 
ground and the names are 
unreadable. 


The present cemetery sexton is 


Oley Bochantin and the caretaker is 
Henry Setzekorn. 


Chapel Hill Cemetery 


Chapel oe a community 
cemetery is located in Washington 
county, section 29, nerth of Du 
Bois crossroads along highway #51. 
Ee. was once the site of the 
residence of George Palmer who 
settled there in 1827. 

Because Le is a community 


cemetery and not associated with a 
church, some of the older people of 
St. Mark's United Church of Christ 
Church expressed concern about the 
future of Chapel Hill.Since anumber of 
their members are buried there, the 
Chapel Hill Cemetery Association 
was organized on May 14, 1964. 

The present board members are: 
Lee Bowers, president; Walter 
Kramm, vice-president; Howard 
Johannes, secretary; Lester Porter, 
treasurer. 


Some of the grave sites from 
1836-1897 are: Palmer, Tilley, 
Bridges, Nuedecker, Shadle, 
Reminger, Kuhn, Ruh, Schwind and 
Qualls. 

At the south end of the 
cemetery, graves without stones 
include: Stewart, Williams, Brown, 


Jewell, Enderlee and Corgan. 
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Kuhn GCemetero . 


The Kuhn Cemetery is located 
north of Du Bois in section 28 on 
the property of Mr. and Mrs. Leo 
Pieszchalski. It is in a wooded 


area, on a high bank along a creek, 
vine covered and accessible only on 
foot. 

Some of the stones are down, 
others have fallen down the hill 
and many are illegible. 

Ti all probability it is called 
Kuhn Cemetery because Adam Kuhn, 
Sr. owned property and resided in 
that area. His son-in-law, George 
Scheller, is buried there. 

At the time Leo Pieszchalski's 
father purchased ~ the property 
J.W. "Billie™ Schwind was’ the 
owner. 

Some last names of the earlier 
(1850-1875) grave sites that could 
be identified are: Burris, Castle, 
Duncan, Mason, Pugh, Scheller, 
Stradley, Sundman, Vass, Hampton. 
The last burial was that of 
Catherine Kerry in 1940. 


Spencer Cemetery 


Spencer Cemetery is located west 


of Du Bois in Section 30-40A in 
Washington County, Plat No. 26 
(1846) 

This section of ground is 
currently owned by Eugene and 
Jeanette Pedtke. 

Grave sites that were found 
included: Daniel R. Spencer, born 
November 11, 1801; died May 19, 
1881. His wife, Lavina Spencer, 
born October 12, 1811; died July 


27 5 1880. Inscription on the 
tombstone: "Our father and Mother 
are gone. They lie beneath the sod. 
Dear parents, though we miss you 
much, we know you rest with God. 


A small stone nearby has the 
initials CWS. 

Nancy Phillips, wife of D.R.S. 
Burns, born July 12, 1844; died 
Magust 12, 1871. A small stone, 
probably for a child was not 
readable. 

Ella L. Spencer, born December 


25, 1859; died August 20, 1880. 


E. Hycinthia, wife of R.H. 
Spencer, born March 6, 1856: died 
May 31, . 1877.3 married March 12, 
NG SHAS me 

: Ross H: Spencer, wife was Mary 
Scronce; children were Noble, 


Ocela, Hattie, Cliffie, Lincoln and 
Sumner. 


---submitted by Renee and 
Marcella Majewski 


In the Kuhn Cemetery 
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Stone in the Kuhn Cemetery In the Spencer Cemetery 


A cemetery was located on 
Daniel Lamczik's property 
west of Du Bois in a small 
wooded area. Only two stones 
remain and both had toppled 
over. The inscriptions were: 

Jesse Coffil., bern April 22, 
1805. Died March 20, 1876 
Rebecca Coffil..10-29-1873 


Gravesite when wooden 
Early 1930's funeral vaults were used 


la 


a 


Village of Du Bois 


Du Bois, Illinois 62831 


The present Village Board million dollars, of which 90,000 
consists of ...President, Terry W. will have to be paid back in the 
Deering; Village Clerk, Wallace form of municipal bonds. The rest 
Waldman; Village Treasurer, Edward of the money was grant money from 
Kania; Village Trustees, Henry L. both the state and federal 
Setzekorn, Gerald E. Deering, E. government. 

Steven Mossa, Alfred Boczek, The Village Board built a 
Richard A. Deering and Kenneth community center in the park in 
Klaybor. 1987. This further enhances’ the 

OE this group of men, the quality of living in the Village 
longest serving elected official of and community. It is a place where 
the Village is Henry Setzekorn who people may congregate for picnics, 
has served 47 years. These were receptions, programs, etc. 
dedicated years of service to and The Board meets the second 
for the community. Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 

Most of the present Board was in the Village offices on Main 
instrumental in getting the Village Street. These meetings are open to 
water system installed in 1976. the public and all things are 
This was -probably the greatest discussed in the open. The Board 
accomplishment in Village history. invites any person to come find out 
The availability of water is very what the Board is interested in 
important to every resident of the accomplishing. 
community. 

The Village at the present time 
is installing a wastewater Sincerely I remain, 


collection system that will further 
increase the quality of living in W74 ! 
Du Bois. This system has cost $1.4 


~ ae Ce 


FCF Gay eR 
NAS 


Village Board- Ground breaking for Du Bois 
sewer system on October 3, 1989 

L-R, Ed Kania, Treasurer; Jack Boczek, Utilitv 
Superintendent; Richard Deering (hidden) ,Board 
Member; Gerald Deering, Board Member; Fred 
Boczek, Board member; Wally Waldman, Clerk; 
Ken klaybor, Board Member, (Front) Henry 
Setzekorn, Board Member (for 47 years). 
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— Pioneer 
Hamilies -- 
Past and Present 


FRANK ANDREWS 


Frank Andrews, "the barber", was 
born on August 13, 1888. He died 
December: 17, 1963. 

Frank was a barber from 1912 to 
1959. He also worked in a coal mine 


for 25 years. He married France 
Przygoda in 1921. They lived in Du 
Bois. 


The couple had three children: 
Catherine, Stanley and Ralph. 

Stanley followed in his father's 
footsteps and barbered with his 
father for about two years. Later 
he attended barber school in St. 
Louis. He married Marie Koss in 
July, 1937. 

Stanley and Marie had one son, 
Ronald, who is also a barber, the 
third generation. Ronald is 
barbering in Dellwood, Missouri. 


---Loretta Reidelberger 


Bee - 
Frank and Frances Andrews 


25th. Wedding Anniversary 


‘Illinois 


THE BARCISZEWSKIS 


The name "Barciszewski" 
originated in the country of 
Poland. 

The irs settler, Frank 
Barciszewski, came from Poland and 


settled in the United States 
sometime. around 1860. He was about 
25 to 30 years old. He traveled to 
and made his stop in the 
southern part of the state. He came 


to a tiny village in Washington 
County called Du Bois. He then 
traveled five miles east and 


settled there. 

He purchased some land and built 
himself a home. He was a farmer and 
a family man as he later married 
and had children. 

Frank's son, Vincent, stayed 
with his parents and lived at the 
farm after their death. 

Vincent was a farmer. He married 
and had a family of six. They were: 
Frank, Edward, Steve, Andrew, 
Agnes and Anna. 

Edward Barciszewski lives in his 
father's home today. 

Steve attended Kerry's 
Elementary School as a young boy. 
He helped his father farm. As time 
went on he moved away from home to 
purchase land and build a house. He 
lived just south of his father's 
farm. 

Steve Married Cecilia Pelka. 
They had a family of four. Their 
names are: Sylvester, Gertrude, 
Charles and Dorothy. 

Besides farming, Steve worked on 
the Illinois Central-Gulf Railroad. 
He also worked at the Hollywood 
Brands candy factory in Ashley and 
at the sawmill in Du Bois. 

In 1968, Steve and Cecilia left 
their home in the country and moved 
into Du Bois where they live today. 

Steve and Cecilia attend St. 
Charles Church in Du Bois. 


One of Steve's sons, Charles, 
lives on his father's farm in the 
country. 

As a young boy, Steve attended 
Kerry School and St. Charles 
‘Catholic School in Du Bois. 

Charles was a veteran in the 


United States Army having served in 
Korea. He worked at Hollywood 
Brands Candy Company in Ashley. He 
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is presently a farmer. 


Charles Married Genevieve 
Czerniejewski. They have two 


children, Brian and Brent. 


Brian is a parish member at St. 
Charles Church and attends the, St. 
Charles school where he is in the 


eighth grade. 


Mrs. Charles Barciszewski 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles Barciszewski 


and children Brian and Brent 


Mr. and Mrs. Steve Barciszewski 
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Mr. and Mrs. Steve Barciszewski 
and children, Sylvester, Gertie, 
Charles and Dorothy. 


J. W. BENDER 


J.W. Bender was born in Germany 
on August 12, 1842. He came to the 
St. Louis area in the nineteenth 
century. Before long he decided to 
move on. Having only a few cents, 
he took a street car to Belleville 
and from there set out on foot. He 
walked until he reached the Du Bois 
area where he decided to locate. He 
lived here until his death on 


December oe 1915. He married 
Susannah Niederhoefer and they were 
the parents of seven children 


listed below. 

Katherine married Jacob Rieger 
and they had one daughter, Lela. 

Elizabeth married Fred Rieger 
and they had two sons, Jacob and 
Fred, Jr. 

Eliza married William Miller. 
They had one son, Herbert. 

Henry Jacob, born September 17, 
1876, married Emma Hecker on 
September 20, 1905 at the groom's 
home near Du Bois. Emma's birthdate 
was April 6, 1880. Their children 
were: Arthur John (June 17, 1906) 
Lillian Caroline (January 30 
1908), and William Henry (July 16, 
1916), who lived only a few hours. 

Henry J. died October 12, 1940 
and his wife, Emma, died May 3, 
1970. 

Willie Bender was born on 
September 26, 1879 and lived only 
three months. 


oe 


John was born February 27, 1881. 
He married Pearl Coffel, who was 
born October 18, 1886. They lived 
on a farm northwest of Du Bois and 
lived there until retirement when 
they moved to Du Bois. They lived 
there until John's death on October 
6, 1947. Pearl continued to live 
there until her death on July 6, 
1962. 

Two daughters 
Benders, Eva on June 15, 
Helen on June 1, 1912. 

Eva married Adolph kKuester in 
1928 and died the following year. 

Helen married Martin Schindelar. 
They were the parents of four 
children: Marie,Errest, Marcella and 
Richard. Helen died August 11, 
1964. 

Minnie was 


were born to the 
1910 and 


born May 26, 1887. 
She married Herbert G. Symons 
(1882-1955). Minnie and Herbert's 
three children were: Mabel 
(1907-1975), Herbert Ww. 
(1912-1981), and Eugene -R.  ) 
1916-). Minnie died September 27, 
1964. 

The writer of this article, 
Lillian Bender Bowers, is’ the 
daughter of Henry and Emma Bender. 
Lillian married Lyman Lee Bowers of 
Beaucoup on April 16, 1933. They 


have lived most of eee married 
life northwest of Du Bois except 
during the years Lee served as the 
Washington County Sheriff 
(1954-1958) and Washington County 
Treasurer (1952-1962) . 

Lee was also a popular 


auctioneer throughout the county. 

Two sons were born to Lee and 
Lillian, Glen Lee, who married 
Sharon K. Andrews of Newton, Kansas 
and Alan Ray who married Jill Ellen 
Schneider of Centralia. 


Glen and Sharon have two sons, 
William Lee and Robert Dean. Glen 
is a retired Colonel from the 


United States Air Force. 
Alan and Jill are the parents of 


three children, Alan Ray,Jr., Amy 
Ruth and Aaron Ross. Alan Ray and 
Jill reside on the Henry Bender 
farm where Alan is a 


dairy and 
grain farmer. _~ 


j ---Lillian Bender Bowers 


'Newton 


‘the train. 


' (1886-1978), 


BENDER-BOWERS 


Lillian Bender Bowers is the 
daughter of Harry and Emma Bender. 

Lillian married Lyman Lee Bowers 
of Beaucoup on April 16, 1933. They 


have lived most of their married 
life northwest of Du Bois except 
during the years when Lee was 
Washington County “sheriff 
(1954-19580 and aoe County 
Tteasurer (1958-1962) . 

Lee was also a  popuiar 


auctioneer throughout the county. 
Two sons were born to. Lillian 
and Lee, Glen Lee and Alan Ray. 
Glen married Sharon K. Andrews of 
and Alan Ray married Jill 
Ellen Schneider of Centralia. 


Glen and Sharon have two sons, 
William Lee and Robert Dean. Glen 
is a retired Colonel from the 


United States Air Force. 

Alan and Jill are the parents of 
three children, Alan Ray, Jr., Amy 
Ruth and Aaron Ross. 

Alan Ray and Jill reside on the 
Henry Bender farm where Alan is a 
dairy and grain farmer. 


---Lillian Bender Bowers 


JOSEPH BENDOROWICZ 


Joseph Bendorowicz was born in 


1855 in Poland. He came to the 
United states at an early age. In 
1884 he married Anna Gajewski at 


St. Charles Church in Du Bois. They 
lived in a two-story house facing 
the railroad track southeast across 
the street from the Reminger 
building. 

Joseph owned a saloon and rented 


rooms to people traveling on the 
Illinois Central Railroad. Beer, 
liquor. and all supplies came in on 


Horses 
buggies were the 
means of the day. 
Five children were born to the 
couple: Martha (Bendrick) McNail 
Alexander Maximillian 
Edward Bendrick 
(1891-1962), Clara, who died at 18 
months (1894), - and Leon 
(1901-1973). Joseph died in 1928, 


and wagons or 
transportation 


(1889-1953), 
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Martha married Ed McNail. They 
had one daughter, Eleanor McNail 
Sherman. She married Ed Sherman. 
They are the great grandparents of 
Erin Kostecki, member of the Du 
Bois Pioneers 4-H Club. 

Alexander Bendorowicz, who later 
changed the name to Bendrick, had 
two daughters. Severn graduated 
from Southern Illinois Teachers 
College at Carbondale and taught 
school for forty years. She married 
Al Mikol and had two daughters, 
Doris and Rosalie. 

Esther Bendrick married Ralph 
Andrews. They operated the Village 
Inn Tavern from 1946 to 1948. They 
sold the business to Al Jahnke and 
Jon Schubert. Then they bought the 
White House Tavern and operated it 
until 1951. They sold the business 
to Joe Gajewski. 

Loretta Bendrick married James 
Reidelberger in June of 1946. They 


had four children: Dianne 
Reidelberger Swartz, Bernadette 
Reidelberger Epplin, James 


Alexander Reidelberger and Rosalie 
Reidelberger Kostecki. 


---Rosalie Kostecki 


(For Alexander J.Bendrick history 


see Professionals). 


ALEXANDER M. BENDRICK 


Alexander M. Bendrick was born 
in Du Bois Februarv 16, 1889 to 


Joseph and Anna Gajewski 
Bendorowicz. He grew up in his 
father's business, Bendrick's 
Saloon and Hotel. 
Alexander had two sisters, 


Martha and Clara and two brothers, 
Edward and Leon. 

Alexander attended Brown's 
Business College in Centralia where 
he graduated. 

In 1910 he married Anna Mendel 
in St. Charles Church, Du Bois. 
Alex and Anna had four children: 
Severn Bendrick Mikol, Esther 
Bendrick Andrews, Loretta Bendrick 
Reidelberger and Dr. Alexander J. 
Bendrick, D.D.S. 
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im, 1932, Alex and Anna moved 
their family back to Du Bois where 
they started a grocery store in 
December of that year. 

In 1935, they opened a tavern 
and dance hall in addition to their 
store. 

Alex and Anna retired from their 
business in 1948 when they sold it 
to Max Boczek and Ralph Prusacki. 

Alex died September 27, 1953. 
Anna died February 5, 1973. 


---Loretta Reidelberger 


BOCZEK FAMILY 


Ignatius (Nick) Boczek and Mary 
Nikrant were married in the St. 
Charles Church in DuBois by the 
late Msgr. Joseph Ceranski.The 
first few years of their married 
life, they lived in Jefferson 
County where two sons, Max and 
Walter were born. Then they bought 
a farm and moved to Du Bois where 
two more children, Ben and Irene 
were born. 

All the children attended 
Hopewell and St. Charles Schools. 

Max married Alfreda JZinski in 
Chicago, later moving to Du Bois 
where they raised their family of 
four sons. 

One of their sons, James has two 
daughters, Elise and Jennifer, who 
are members of the Du Bois Pioneers 
4-H Club who have helped with 
research for this history. Other 
children are Nicole and Linsey. 

Walter married Regina Kruski in 
St. Charles Church and raised five 
children. 

Ben married Clara Pedke, also in 
St. Charles Church. They have no 


.children. 


Irene married Clem Oberhofer in 
St. Charles Church and they have 
three daughters. 


After being married fifty years, 
Nick and Mary sold their now 
prosperous farm to Bob and Shirley 
Kabat and moved into the village of 
Du Bois. They are now deceased, 
resting in St. Charles Cemetery, as 
are their two sons, Max and Walter. 

Ben resides in Belleville and 
Irene lives in Ashley. 

Du Bois is still referred to as 
home. 


---Jan Boczek 


Nick and Mary Boezek on 
their 50th wedding anni- 
versary 


STANLEY BOROWIAK, JR. 


Stanley Borowiak, Jr., was born 
October 19, 1920 in Blissville 
Township, Jefferson County, 
Illinois. His parents were Stanley 
(Ike) Borowiak (1891-1969) and 
Theresa Stelmaszewski (1894-1980). 
They were married at St. Charles 
Church at Du Bois in 1915 and 
moved to a farm which they owned 
for 65 years. Stanley Borowiak, 
Jr., now owns the farm. 

The parents of "Ike" Borowiak 
were Albert Borowiak (1861-1937) 
and Maggie Rozanski ( 1866-1939). 

The Borowiak family came from 
Prussia and the Rozanski family 
came from Germany. The families 
settled at Bloomington, Illinois 


where Albert worked in the mines 
and Maggie worked as a maid. 

Later, both families settled in 
Jefferson county. Albert and Maggie 
were married at Radom, Illinois in 
1885. 

The parents of Theresa 
Stelmazewski Borowiak were Jacob 
Stelmazewski (1850-1921) and 
Catherine Budzenski (1857-1912). 
Both families were from Poland and 
settled at Toledo, Ohio. Catherine 
Budzenski was only two years old 
when she came to the United States 
with a married sister. She lived 
with this family until grown. She 
had a brother that lived at La 
Salle, Illinois. 

Jacob and Catherine were married 
in Toledo, Ohio. Later, they and 
two children moved to Jefferson 
County, Illinois where the rest of 
the family was born. 

Stanley, Jr., has one Sister, 
Delores, born in 1916 in Blissville 
Township, Jefferson county, 
Illinois. She is married to Edward 
Molick and lives in Ashley. 

Stanley married Betty Hirons in 
1960. She was born in 1921 in 
Dixon, South Dakota. They live at 
Waltonville, Illinois. Her parents 


were Charley and Edith (Mannen) 
Hirons. 

Ike Borowiak's parents ( the 
Albert Borowiak family) and 


Theresa's parents ( the Jacob 
Stelmaszewskis) were members of St. 
Charles Church, Du Bois. 

Ike Borowiak and wife, Theresa 
were lifetime members of St. 
Charles Church and now Stanley, 
Jr., and his wife are members. 

Stanley, TF oy attended St. 
Charles School for three years, 
graduating in 1934. 


---Betty Borowiak 


JAMES BROWN 


James Brown was born February 3, 
1904 in Central City, Kentucky. He 
married Gladys Gamblin “on 
September 4o, 1933... The 
moved to West Frankfort, Illinois. 


James began working in the coal 
mine at the age of 16. His first 
job was for the Pacific Coal 


Company in Morgan, Kentucky. 

In 1933, James began working for 
Orient No. 2, West Frankfort, where 
he worked until the mine closed in 
1960. 

Gladys and James had seven 
children: Shirley (Brown) Cobb, 
Billy James Brown, Donnie Brown, 
Eddie Brown, Brenda (Brown) Ksycki, 


Jackie Brown and Gloria (Brown) 
Plastew 
Gladys and James are 


grandparents of 4-H member Andrea 
Ksycki on her mother's side of the 
family. 

Andrea's great grandparents were 
Dolly Brown and Benjamin Franklin 
Brown. Dolly was born on November 
27, 1878 in Hillside, Kentucky. she 
died January 14, 1945, in West 
Frankfort. 

Benjamin was born in 1873 in 
Hillside, Kentucky. He died in 1927 
in Hillside. 

Eura Mae and Leonard Burkley 
Gamblin are Andrea Ksycki's other 
great grandparents on her mother's 
side. 

Eura Mae was born March 28, 1891 
in Central City, Kentucky. She died 
March 1, 1971 in West Frankfort, 
Tllinois. 

Leonard B. Gamblin was born June 
15, 1888 in Central City, Kentucky, 
He died May 7, 1954, in West 


BYrankrort. 

On her father's side of the 
family, Andrea's great grand 
parents were Anna Polcynski Ksycki 


and Joseph Ksycki. 

Anna was born on July 18, 1884 
in Bolo Township and died April 19, 
1963 in Du Bois. 

Joseph Ksycki was born in 
Poznan, Poland, on June 28, 1884. 
He died January 4, 1959 in Du Bois, 
TI1Ine1S 

Other great 
Andrea are Katie 
Samuel Mossa. 


grandparents of 
Cygan Mossa and 
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couple 


Katie was born on November 11, 
1894 in Poland, She died February 
5, 19/0 an DU Beis. 

Samuel Mossa was born May 5, 
1875 in Poland. He died November 
14, 1937 im Du Bois, Tilanois. 


---Brenda Brown Ksycki 


DALMAN HISTORY 


Frank and Catherine (Chleoawski) 
Dalman were the parents of Michael 
(1877-1945), born in Washington 
County, Frank, Joe, Laura 
(Kuberski) and Rose (Grott). 

Michael married and his children 
were: Felix, Mary (Mauers), Rose 
(Belinski) and Agnes. 

After his first wife's death, 
Michael married Pearl Marchwinski 
(1884-1919). They settled on a farm 
in Perry County west of Du Bois. 
Four sons, John, Edward, Charles 
and Leo and two daughters, Cecilia 
(Lefner) and Gertrude (Ochap) were 
born. 

Gertrude, born March 4, 1915, 
was baptized at St. Charles Church 
im Du Bois. 

In January, 1934, 
Peter Ochap. Besides her mother, 
other members of her family are 
buried in St. Charles cemetery. 


she married 


---Gertrude Dalman Ochap 


EATER FAMILY 


Hans George Eter (Eater) came 
across the Atlantic on the St. 
Andrews. The Captain was Bob Brown 
from the Lieubernant Government of 
Rotterdam, Holland. He arrived in 
Philadeiphia on October 7, 1743. 


(Information found in list 103, 
A,B, and C.) 

Henry Eater was born in 
Pennsylvania. The 1790 census, the 


first in the United States, lists 
Henry Eater in Douphin County. 

At the age of eighteen, Henry 
started west and built a home 
southeast of Du Bois, Illinois. He 
married Elizabeth Hunter and five 
children were born to them. Only 
one son, Jonas, lived to manhood. 


The family is buried in Hatch 


Cemetery. Jonas, being 12 when his 
parents died, was raised by a 
guardian appointed by the Perry 
County court by the name of John 


Mumbower, who was a neighbor. 

Jonas and Judith McLaughlin 
were married in 1855 and made their 
home on the old homestead. They 
were the parents of John, Abby, 
J.W.(Buck), Martha, Daniel, Ella, 
Charles, and Alva, a school teacher 
at Red Brush. 


Daniel and Alice Pugh were 
married in 1879. fTheir children 
were Thomas (Emmet), Verdell and 


Harley. Alice died at the age of 
26. Daniel later married Elizabeth 
Mayfield and their children were 
Judith, Eliza, Geurol,Lela & Truman. 

Harley and Elizabeth Nehrkorn 
were the parents of Harry, Ellen, 
Harold, Marie and Edward. 

Harold was born May 7, 1908 and 
attended the Red Brush School about 
a mile east of his home. On April 
15, 1936 he and Loren Kreger were 
married in Du Bois. Richard is 
their son. 

Loren's father, 
three years old, 
parents, August(born August 26:5 
1837-died March 1s, 1904) and 
Minnie (May 5-1835-June 23, LOU) 
came from Wisconsin. 

The Eaters were all members of 
St. Mark's Church, Du Bois. © 
Alva Eater organized the first 


family reunion over 50 years ago. 
The Eater, Bower, Marshall reunion 
Still meets every year in August. 


Charles, was 
when he and his 


---Barbara Eater 


RICHARD EATER 


Richard Eater is the son of 
Harold and Lorene Eater. He married 
Barbara Grzegorek, daughter of John 
and Helen (Karolczak) on September 
3, 1877. Their children are Yvonne, 
Constance and Brendan. They live on 
and farm the homeplace southwest of 


Du Bois where Richard grew up. His 
grandmother, Elizabeth (Nehrkorn) 
Eater was born and raised on the 
same place, also. 


Barbara Eater grew up in the 
Posen and Ashley areas. Her 
relatives are of Polish descent. 

Joseph and Veronica (Smugala) 
Grzegorek were married November 4, 
1919. They were farmers and lived 
all their lives near Posen. 

Lawrence Karolczak, born in 
1890, was 14 years old when he and 
his parents, Martin and Agnes 
(Polka) Karolczak came from Poland 
and resided im $€. Leuis, He 
married Laura Graczyk in 1914. 

In 1934, the Karolczaks moved to 
Washington County, Illinois where 
they were engaged in farming. 


--- Barbara Eater 


Constance, Harold, Yvonne, Richard, 
Brendan, Barbara Eater. 1988 


FELTS - MARTIN 


The Felts family is of Welsh 
descent. However, it ais unknown 
exactly where the family inmigrated 
from or when they arrived in the 
Washington County area, 

George Marion Felts was born 
March 30, 1869, in Du Bois. On 
August 3, 1902 he married Ada Della 
Martin, also a native of Du Bois. 
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She was born December 15,.1873. 

George was a coal miner all his 
life. Della operated the telephone 
office in Du Bois for many years. 
They were the parents of four 
children. The eldest, Mary 
Elizabeth , is the wife of Delph 
Knapp. They reside in Nashville. 

Sylvester lived in Du Bois and 
was a coal miner all his life. Lena 
Della was the wife of Charles 
Niemeier of Fults, Illinois. 

Elmer Anson used the name of 
James and was known as Jimmy. He 
spent most of his life in the 
Elmont, New York area where he was 
well-known as a horse jockey, 
trainer and exerciser. 


Submitted by LaVerne Felts, 
daughter-in-law of Sylvester Felts. 


GRABOWSKI FAMILY HISTORY 


Josef Francis Grabowscy II and 
Kataryna Grabowscy immigrated from 
near Krakow, Poland in the 
mid-eighteen hundreds. Kataryna's 
maiden name was Bochaecz and she 
lived from 1835 until 1912. Joséert 
died in 1881 and is believed to be 
the first man buried in the St. 
Charles Cemetery. 

Joseph Francis Grabowski III was 
born in Perry County near Du Bois, 
Illinois on January 16, 1878, the 
fourth child of Josef and Kataryna. 
Joseph's brothers and sisters 
(Korpal, Pero, Tasarek) all settled 
in the surrounding area, including 
St. Louis. 

In 1900, Joseph Francis III 
married Dionysia (Dyonizja) 
Kujawski (!882-1976). Dionysia was 
the fourth of seven children of 


Michael (1849-1936) and Belbinia 
(Jablonski) Kujawski (1852-1891) 
and stepmothers Anastazya 
(Idzikowski) Kujawski and Barbara 


(Szpotanski) Kujawski (1860-1934). 
Michael and Belbinia originally 
came from Poland , where Michael 
was an officer in the Polish Armed 
Forces. Dionysia's brother and one 
Sister (Dudek) settled in Chicago, 
but the other sisters settled in 
the Du Bois area (Rusiewski, 
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Andrews, Dreas, Zmudzinski). 

Joseph and Dionysia settled on a 
farm southwest of Du Bois. To their 
union were born six children. 
Michael Ke (1902-1988) was an 
attorney in Perry County, living 
most of his life in Pinckneyville, 
Illinois. 

Thadeus (Ted) was born in 1905 
and married Martha J. Ksycki 
(1911-1951) in 1932. Ted studied 
automotive science and owned a 
service station in Du Bois. He 
often brought back early model 
automobiles from his many trips to 
Chicago. Martha worked at the Du 


Bois Bank and the two were a 
popular couple in Du Bois. Martha 
passed away in 1951 after an 


illness. Ted later married Stella 
(Stephanie) M. Bronke and they now 
reside in Du Bois. 

A third son, Sylvester, was born 
to Joseph III and Dionysia in 1909 
and died as a youngster in 1917, 
the victim of lockjaw from blood 
poisoning. 

Joseph and Dionysia's only 
daughter, Angela, was born in 1912 
and died in 1946 after an extended 
illness. 

John Paul ( 1916-1986) married 
Regina Wepiewski in 1946. Joseph 
Francis IV was born in 1916 and 
married Bernice Loos. They live in 
Granite City. 

Joseph III and Dionysia farmed 
in the Du Bois area for years , as 
they raised their family. Joseph 
was a good humored, honest citizen 
and an excellent farmer. Dionysia 
had botanical interests and planted 
many beautiful trees and flowers. 
She also produced needlework of 
excellent quality. Both were active 
members of St. Charles Catholic 
Church and the Du Bois community. 
In 1950, they moved from the farm 
to a house built by their son, Ted 
just west of Du Bois. Joseph died 
in 1965 and Dionysia died in 1976. 
Both are buried in the St. Charles 
Church cemetery at Du Bois. 

The following are Grabowskis 
Sti i living in Du Bois and the 
surrounding area. 

Ted and Stella live an active 
life, with annual trips to Florida 
and visits to daughter Laverne 


Kilgore, a travel agency owner in 
Los Angeles, California. LaVerne is 
married to J.C. Kilgore and they 
have two sons, Kristopher Keven and 
Kraig Mathew. 

Ted is still involved in 
farming, working with son Ron in 
his farming operation in Du Bois. 

Son Lawrence, married to the 
former Conchitta Gassaway, owns a 
John Deere dealership near Centra- 
lia (Grabowski Tractor Company). He 
is also a liaison officer for the 
Air Force Academy. They have four 
children, 
Lawra Ann and Mary Angelite. 

Ronald Joseph, Ted and Martha's 
second son, is a large farmer in 
southern Washington and northern 
Perry Counties. Ron is active in the 


agricultural community. de has 
served on advisory committees for 
both county and state extension and 
is a director for the Illinois Corn 
Growers. 

Grabowski Farms was named "Best 
Managed Farm" in the country by 
Farm Futures Magazine in 1985. 

Ron serves as a trustee for St. 
Charles Borromeo Church in Du Bois. 

In 1967, Ron married Trenna R. 
Wallace of Nashville. Trenna is a 
Certified Public Accountant and 
spent several years in the field of 
health care finance, attaining the 
status of Hospital Financial 
Management Fellow. She switched her 
concentration to small business and 


agriculture in the late 1970's and 
currently owns her own public 
accounting firm in Mt. Vernon, 
LLILIneis. 

Trenna serves as tax editor for 


Farm Progress Publications and 
edits several monthly tax 
newsletters. 

Paul Joseph, born January 8, 


1972 is a student at Nashville High 
School and is active in the family 
farm and in other family business 
activities. It was Paul who 
instituted the founding of the Du 
Bois Pioneers 4-H Club. 

Elizabeth Martha, born June 5, 
ig76 if e@ student at St. Charles 
School. She is a cheerleader and 
active in speech club. She is a 
member of the Du Bois Pioneer 4-H 
Club and is very interested in 
computers. 


Stephen Tad, Joan Kathryn, 


John Grabowski and wife Regina 
lived on a farm between Du Bois and 
Tamaroa until John's death in 1986. 
John was a farmer all his life and 
had a knack for predicting weather 
and knowing when to sell his crops. 

Regina taught elementary school 
all their married life and does 
some substitute teaching today. She 
recently spent several months 
teaching third and fourth grade at 
St. Charles School. 


Monica, John and Regina's 
daughter, is married to Chris 
Owens. They have four children, 
Michele, James, Roy and Victoria. 
Monica is a special education 
teacher. The Owens are involved in 


goat farming. 


Greg Grabowski, son of John and 
Regina, lives with his mother in 


the family home and is engaged in — 


farming. 


---Trenna Grabowski 


Ron Grabowski and Family-- 
Trenna, Elizabeth, Paul. 


WILLIAM P. HECK 


I, William P. Heck, was a 4-H 
leader in Du Bois from 1952 through 


1957. 
Our 4-H club was named the Du 
Bois Wildcats. We had 18 members. 


‘They are all still living, 

I was born on a farm two miles 
east of Du Bois, Tilinois. I went 
to Kerry School, St. Charles School 


and then back to Kerry School. I 
graduated from grade school in 
193 « 


I attended Ashley High School 
and graduated in May, 1940. 

I worked at many jobs. I married 
Eleanor Wojtowitz in May, 1944, 
when I was stationed in the United 
States Army in Florida. I served in 
the army three years, three months 
and three days. ; 

My aim in life was to help and 
serve people in as many ways as I 
could. To do this, I worked my way 
into the Post Office Department of 
the USA. Most of my time I worked 
in the Post Office in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

The mail service reaches 
everyone, near or far away and 
young and old. 


---William P. Heck 


ANSON A. HINKLEY 


Anson A. Hinkley located ona 
farm north of Du Bois in 1881. He 
was known in several states as an 
energetic and successful fruit 
grower. He was the owner of one of 
the largest fruat farms in 
Washington County. 

Hinkley was also known as one of 
the leading conchologists (studied 
shells) in the world. He made trips 
around the United States, Mexico 
and Central America studying 
shells. 

For a number of years the 
University of Illinois maintained 
experiment stations on his farm. He 
would bring his apples in barrels 
on wagons to Du Bois and ship them 
out on the train. 

At one time, Anson Hinkley did 
not own the whole farm. Ownership 
was divided between four persons, 
supposedly all brothers. 
Eventually, Anson bought the farm 
from the others. 

Anson Hinkley and his wife had 
five children: Agnes Symone, Henry 
O., George M., James M. and Olin 
Hinkley. His wife, Almira, died in 
July of 1916. 

On February 24, 1917, Anson 
married Anna G. Miller. On December 
14th, 1917, he deserted her. In 
April of 1920, they were divorced. 


In July of 1920, Anson A. Hinkley . 


died. 
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The ground that Anson owned was 
divided among his children. In 
April of 1921, James M. Hinkley 
(Anson's son) bought out all his 
brothers and Sister's shares, 
making him the sole owner. 

James M. Hinkley and his wife, 
Laura, sold the farm to Stanley 
Mozelewski in 1930. One year later, 
Mozelewski sold the farm to John 
and Josephine Pieszchalski. The 
farm consisted of 200 acres. It was 
purchased during the depression. 
The Pieszchalewskis continued to 
operate the cider mill for several 
years and then shut it down because 
they were no longer making a profit 
from it. 

John Pieszchalski returned to 
his job at Common Wealth in Granite 


city. During this time the farm was 
rented to Ed Polczynski. 

In 1935, John and Josephine 
returned to their farm and lived 
there until they died. Leo and Ann 
Pieszchalski then became owners of 
the farm. 

Don and Judy Pieszchalski and 
their family are presently residing 
in the original house built by 
Anson A. Hinkley. 


--- Judy Pieszchalski 


John and Josephine Pieszchalski 
at the Hinkley place in the 1930's 
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Hinkley barn where cider was stored. 


Alfred, Virginia, 


JAHNKE HISTORY 


The first Jahnke to come to the 
Du Bois area was August Jahnke. He 
was born in German occupied Poland 
in 1839 and immigrated to America. 
He came by way of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin with his wife, Magdalen 
Kevinec and children: Rosie, who 
married Sigmund Kitowski; Bertha, 
married to John Pavolowski; 
Augusta, who married Albert Skurat; 
Herman and Albert. 

The first piece of land they 
settled on was 120 acres which they 
purchased from the Illinois Central 
Railroad on May 23, 1874. They 
built a two-room log cabin and 
began to clear the land to farm on 
since most of it was in timber. 
Later on more land was acquired 


from the railroad and other 
parties. 
August's first wife passed away 


at a young age, leaving him with a 
young family. He then remarried to 
Maryanna Poleski, who continued 
caring for the family. Albert lost 


his life at the age of 12 due to an. 


accident with a team of horses. 

In 1912 the land was passed 
to a son, Herman, who built a 
two-story frame house on another 
site on the property. 


“where he 


Christopher, Marg- 
aret and Steven 
Jahnke. 


1901, Herman had 
married Martha Kitowski who was 
only 16. Her parents were Joseph 
and Barbara (Stawecick) Kitowski. 


On June 4, 


Herman and Martha had nine 
children: Albert, married 
Charlotte Levendowski: Anna, 
married Perry Ritchey; Adele, 


Schlueter; August, 
on September 25, 
Susan Dalman; 
Helen --; Gus, 


married Conrad 
died in infancy 
1907; Don, married 
Silvester, married 
married Francis Kwiatkowski; 
Esther, married Ben Thompson and 
Ralph, who married Dixie Ferguson. 

A niece of Martha's, Amanda 
Liszewski, (nee Barczewski) was 
adopted and raised with the family. 

The farming was done with 
horses. They cleared more land and 
raised corn, wheat, oats and hay. 
The livestock consisted of sheep, a 
few cows, swine and poultry. They 
also hada large orchard with many 
kinds of fruit trees and @ 
vineyard. ; 

Tn 1935, Herman semi-retired and 
he and his wife moved to Nashville 
had purchased a _ home. 
After his wife, Martha, passed away 
in 1935, he continued to live there 
with his daughter, Adele, until his 
death on April 12, 1959. He was 86 
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years old. 

In 1945, the 
transferred to son Don, who had 
been farming it for some time with 
his father and brothers. 

Don married Susan Dalman in 
1936. Two children, Alfred and 
Eileen were born to this union. 

The home was later remodeled 


farm ‘land was 


inside and out. With the coming of 
electricity to the rural areas, 
running water and an indoor 


bathroom were installed. 

During their time farming became 
more mechanized with the addition 
of tractors and related equipment. 
A new Crop, seven acres of 
strawberries, was grown on the farm 


besides the usual grain and 
livestock. 

Don and Sue farmed the land 
until 1980; at which time they 
built a new brick home on the farm 
and retired. 

Alfred, after graduating from 
high school and serving in the Air 


Force and other jobs, came with his 
wife, Virginia (nee Forys), to 
reside on the farm. They had three 
children, Christopher, Margaret and 
Steven who attended St. Charles 
school and are members of the 
Pioneers 4-H Club. 

Alfred shared farming with his 
father. In 1987, the farm was 
transferred to Alfred and Eileen, 


who had married Herschel Siefert. 
The farm is an 
Centennial and 
farm. 
---Alfred and Virginia Jahnke 


Illinois 
fourth generation 


Herman and Martha Jahnke Family 
1959 
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KABAT FAMILY - 


John Kabat as a young man came 
to the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area 
from Poland. Little is known about 
the rest of his family. 

Two of John's sons, Andrew and 
John, Jr., migrated to southern 
Tllinois. 

Andrew married Agnes Godsyk. To 
this union seven chidren were born: 


Frank, John, Joe, Jane, Mary, 
Julia, and Catherine. 

Sam married Josephine 
Witowski.They had four 
children:Ignatius, Frank, Rome and 
Cecilia. 

In 1931, Ignatius married Anna 
Skorczewski. They had five 
children: Paul, Carl, Leonard, 


Robert and Mary Ann. 
Paul was ordained in 1958, and 


Carl. in 1959, both to the oblates 
o£ Mary Immaculate as 
missionairies. Fr. Paul spent most 


of his time in Minnesota. Fr. Carl 
spent most of his early years in 


Brazil and in the Phillipines. 
Later, both priests became active 
in nuclear disarmament. 

Leonard married Lorene 
Kiselewski in 1955. They had seven 
children. 


In 1959, Robert married Shirley 
Tomaszewski. 


Eight children were born to this 
union: Paulette, Margaret, Robert, 
Jie 7 Lawrence, Gary, Kenneth, 


Thomas and Monica. 

In 1974, Paulette graduated from 
St. Charles School. The other seven 
children followed in her footsteps, 
the last, Monica, graduated in 
1988. Seven of Bob and Shirley's 
children graduated from Tamaroa 
High School. Tom was the last to 
graduate there since the school 
closed in 1987 and merged with 
Pinckneyville High School. Monica 
is currently enrolled there. 

On July Le 1986, Margaret 
married Gregory Barton in Salen, 
Tllinois. They have one son, Jacob 
Michael, born October 9, 1988. 

Gary married Sandra Renee Bock 
on May 23, 1987 in Radom, Illinois. 
They have a son, Jody Michael. 

Kenneth married LaDonna Ridgeway 


on January 27, 1989, in Paducah, 
Kentucky. 


Paulette resides in Du Quoin, Kenneth lives in the Du Bois 


Tilinois, where she runs Gold area. After graduating from Rend 

Plate, a senior citizen center. She Lake College, he is a 

graduated from Westmar College in mechanic-truck driver. 

Le Mars, Iowa. On August 5, 1989, Tom is currently enrolled at 

she married Tom Hamlin in Las Rend Lake: Monica has finished her 

Vegas, Nevada. freshman year in high school. She 
Margaret and her family is active in church and_ school 

presently reside in rural Walnut activities and is a member of the 

Hill. She is a psychologist at Du Bois Pioneers 4-H Club. 

Murray Center in Centralia . She 

graduated from Eastern MJllinois ---Robert and Shirley Kabat 

University. 


Robert lives on a farm in the 
Scheller area after graduating from 
Rend Lake College. He is a 
machinist, welder and truck driver. 

Lawrence graduated from Rend 
Lake College. He resides at 
Woodlawn and is a mechanic, welder 
and machinist. 

Gary and his family presently 


live at Waltonville. Like his 
brothers, he graduated from Rend 
Lake College and is a 


welder-machinist. 


i 
| 


(first row) Robert and Shirley Kabat 
(second row) Kenneth,. Margaret, Paul- 
ette, Monica. (back row) Lawrence, 
Gary, Thomas and Robert, Jr. 
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TED J. KELL, SR« 


Ted J. Keil, Sr. (1903-1976) was 
the son of Peter Keil (1865-1947). 
and Louise (Waldman) Keil 
(1873-1954). He married Fay Irene 
Polly (1908-1971). 


Keil was supervisor of the Du 
Bois coal mines. He had the 
nickname of "iron man" because he 
survived the Centralia mine 
disaster of March 25, 1947. He had 
also had his back broken twice and 
was involved in smaller mine 
accidents. 
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He and his wife were parents of 
four children: Francis Jean Dycus, 
Connie Sue Kuberski, Henry (Pete) 
fi. Keil and Ted J. Keil, dr. Ted 
married Virginia Marie Mozelewski. 

Ted, Jr. was the postmaster ot 
Du Bois’ from April 1954 to December 
1967. He was 2 mural méii carrier 


from December 1967 to January 1982. 


(Front) "Pete" Keil 
(Rear) Francis Jean, Ted 
J. Keil, Jr., Connie Sue. 


Ted and Fay celebrated 
40th wedding anniversary. 


KOSTECKI 


Stanley Kostecki was born to 
Thomas and Evelyn Heck Kostecki on 
February. 16, 1956 in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

Stanley grew up in south St. 
Louis, but spent summers and 
week-ends in Du Bois, Illinois, 
visiting his grandparents, William 
and Sophie Heck. Stan moved to Du 
Bois in 1974. 

Stanley married Rosalie 
Reidelberger on November 25, 1976 
at St. Charles Church in Du Bois. 

Stan and Rosalie have two 
children, Kyle, age 11 and Erin, 
age 9. 

Kyle is active in baseball and 
basketball. Erin is active in the 
Du Bois Pioneers 4-H Club and 
attends Rainbow Dance Studio in Du 
Quoin where she is an avid twirler 
and tumbler. 


---Rosalie Kostecki 


Stanley and Rosalie Kostecki 


Kyle and Erin Kostecki 


KRETZ FAMILY 


The family name has always been 
Kretz. The grandparents came from 
Coblenz, Germany. 

Grandfather George Kretz left 
Coblentz on a ship for America. The 
ship caught fire. Luckily, a ship 
had ‘left New York headed for 
Germany and that ship rescued the 
people om the burning ship and took 
them back to Germany. Upon his 
arrival there, George had to serve 
two years in the army. 

George finally got to America in 
1860. His friend, Katherine Frunk, 
came to America in 1866 and the two 
were married in Upper Sandusky, 
OAL. 

The couple had three daughters 
and a son, Joseph, who was born in 
1876. George died at an early age 
so Joseph did not get much 
schooling because he had to work 
and help his mother. 

Grandfather George's brother, 
Frank, was already in America when 
George migrated here. He lived on a 
farm east of Du Bois. He was a 


‘widower, so he sent for Grandmother 


to come to Illinois. They would be 
married and he would help raise the 
children. They were of the Catholic 
faith. 
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Kretz Family Picture 1914 


Joseph married and moved to town 
where he worked as weighman for the 
Kuhn Coal Company. He was secretary 
of the United Mine’ workers of 
America local union for 50 years. 
He was Village Clerk for 44 years. 
He was also the Township clerk. 

When the mine wasn't working he 
did construction work and helped 
build St. Charles Church. 


Joseph and his wife had seven 
children. Two daughters live in Du 
Bois and two live in other 
communities. Three sons are 
deceased. Joseph passed away in 
1957 at age 81. 

The daughters are Mrs. Dominic 
(Betty) Zmudzinski | and Mrs. 
Frank(Doreen) Trader. Betty has no 
children. Doreen has a son, Robert, 
who graduated from eighth grade in 
St. Charles School and Ashley High 
School in 1956. 

The youngest son, George, built 
and operated a grocery store that 
is still on Main Street in Du Bois 


---Doreen Tracer 
KSYCKI-BROWN 


Andrea Marie Ksycki, born 
December 8, 1978 in Mt. Vernon, 
Tllinois is the youngest of three 
daughters of Charles and Brenda 
Ksycki. Andrea's Sisters are 
Christina Konkel , born November 
L7, 1965 and Tricia (Ksycki) Zapp, 
born November 14, 1969. 
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Andrea is in the fourth grade at 
St. Charles School, Du Bois, 
Tllinois. She is a member of the Du 
Bois Pioneers 4-H Club and plays 
girls' basketball. 

Charles John Ksycki, born March 
1, 1939, to John -and Josephine 
(Mossa) Ksycki is one of three 


children. He attended St. Charles 
Grade School and graduated from 
Nashville High School He worked 
at McDonnel-Douglas plant in St. 
Louis from 1957 to 1961. He served 
in the armed forces from 1961 to 
1964. He returned home and married 
Brenda Brown January 23, 1965 at 
St. Charles Catholic Church in Du 
Bois. The Reverend Stanley Ksycki 
performed the ceremony. 

Charles worked for Inland Steel 
Company mine for several years and 
is currently employed at 
Consolidation Coal Company, Rend 
Lake Mines, Sesser, Illinois. 

Brenda Kay Brown was born 
January 22, 1945 in West Frankfort, 
one of seven children born to James 
and Gladys (Gamblin) Brown. Brenda 
attended Edwards Grade School, 
Central Junior High School, 
graduated from Frankfort Community 
High School in 1963. 

Brenda married Charles Ksycki in 
1965. They lived in West Frankfort 
until 1969 when they moved to 
Waltonville. In L975; they 
purchased the Ksycki family estate 
at Du Bois. This included the home 
that Josephine and John Ksycki 
built, also the Twin Lakes that 
were man-made in 1954. The pine 
trees that beautify the farm were 
planted as a conservation project. 
For many years, donations of these 
trees were made to St. Charles 
Church for Christmas scenes and to 
the Knights of Columbus Hall for 
Christmas. 


--- Brenda Ksycki 


Charles, Brenda, Christina 
Tricia and Andrea Ksycki 


JOSEPH KSYCKI 


Ksycki, the son of 
Lawrence Ksycki and Julia Kubacki 
Ksycki, was born July 28, 1883 in 
Budzyn, Poland. He was seven years 
old when his parents immigrated to 
the United States with five 
daughters and two sons. They 
resided in St. Louis, Missouri. 
Both parents died while Joseph was 
still a teen-ager. He then lived 
with his oldest sister, Mary Ksycki 
Machajewski and family, and worked 
in a factory. 

Joseph was 21 years old when he 
came to Washington County to attend 
his brother Anthony's wedding to 
Josephine Korolewski in Posen, 
Illinois. It was at this wedding 
that Joseph met his future wife, 
Anna Polczynski. They were married 
on November 20, 1905 at Our Lady 
o£ Perpetual Help in Posen, 
Illinois. They lived on a farm in 
Bolo Township for five years before 
moving to Du Bois. Three children 
were born in Bolo Township: 
Stanley, Clara and John. 

In 1911, they purchased a two 
story building in Du .Bois with 
living accommodations on the second 
Eloor. The first £1l00r, with two 
separate sections and two front 
entrances, | became the "Ksycki 
General Merchandise Store." 


Joseph 


‘Kyoto, 


Besides the store, Mr. Kyscki 


operated a grain elevator and 
purchased wheat from farmers which 
was shipped by [Illinois Central 
Railroad to market in Chicago. 


Flour was purchased by the car-load 
in the early days and farmers would 
come with horse and wagon to get 
the flour dirctly from the railroad 
box-car. 


When Joseph and Anna moved from 
the farm to Du Bois they had three 
children: Stanley, Clara and John. 
In the years following, they were 


blessed with five more daughters: 
Martha, Theresa, Mary, Victoria, 
Irene and one boy, Walter. Two 


babies died as infants and are 
buried in St. Charles Cemetery. 

The eldest child, Stanley , 
attended St, Mary's College and St. 
Cyril and Methodius Seminary in 
Orchard Lake, Michigan. He served 
as a priest in the Belleville. 
Illinois Diocese for 44 years. He 
died in i976. 

Clara attended Southern Illinois 


Normal University, Carbondale, and 
taught in Turkey Bend and Chapel 
Hill one-room country schools. She 


later joined the Notre Dame Sisters 
and taught first and second grades. 
She died in 1969. 


Son John attended Brown's 
Business College in Centralia, 
Illinois. John married Josephine 
Mossa and they had three children: 


Patricia, Charles and Danny. They 
managed the Ksycki grocery store 
from 1941 to 1956. John died in 
19°72 ws 


Martha attended Brown's Business 
College and worked as cashier in 
the Du Bois State Bank. She married 


Thaddeus Grabowski and they had 
three children: Laverne, Lawrence 
and Ronnie. Martha died in 1951. 
Theresa received her PH.D. from 
St. Louis University. She joined 
the Sisters of Notre Dame, St. 
Louis and took the name of Sr. 


Joecile. She taught science courses 
and did science research in several 
colleges and universities including 
Japan. Presently, she is 
‘teaching at St. Mary's College in 
Orchard Lake, Michigan. 
Walter received his 
degree from S8t. 


Masters 
Louis University 


and served in World War.II in the 
U.S. Air Corps Intelligence. Walter 
married Frances Rickher. They had 
three children: Karen, Claire Ann 
and Martha. Walter died in 1960. 
Mary received her Masters degree 
from St. Louis 
taught in nursing programs in East 
St. Louis and at Rend Lake College, 


Ina, Illinois. She is retired and 
lives in Du Bois, Illinois. 

Victoria attended Southern 
Tllinois Normal University, 
Carbondale, IIlinois. She taught at 
Hopewell Country School for three 
years, served as post mistress in 
Du Bois for five years and married 
Louis Bochantin in 1948. They have 
seven children: Donna, Phyllis, 
James, John, Gregory, Anita and 
Kathy. They reside near Du Bois. 

Irene attended Springfield 
(Illinois) Junior College. She 
joined the Missionary Sisters of 
Victory Noll in Huntington, 
Indiana, did post graduate work at 
St. Mary's College, San Antonio, 
Texas and did missionary work in 
Pennsylvania, Florida, New Mexico, 
Arizona and Utah. Her present 
position is in Pecos, Texas. 

Joseph and Anna retired to their 
home west of Du Bois in 1941. The 
store and elevator were transferred 
to their son; John. Than, in 1955, 
they celebrated their Golden 
wedding Anniversary. 

Joseph died January 4, 1959 and 
Anna died April 19, 1962. 


(Standing L-R) Victoria, John, S. 
Walter and Mary (Seated L-R) S. 
Stanley Ksycki. 
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University and 


Stanislaus (Clara); S. 
Martin 


(front) Mary. (second row) Theresa, 
Walter , Martha. (back row) John, 
Stanley and Clara. 


Joseph and Anna Ksycki on their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary in 1955. 


Joecile (Theresa), 
(Irene), Anna, Joseph and Rev. 


ADAM J. KUHN FAMILY 


Adam Jie Kuhn was born in 
Germany in 1842. There is a 
gravestone in St. Charles Cemetery 
for an Adam Kuhn born in 1792 and 
died in 1861. There is also a stone 
for Martin Kuhn who was born in 
1818 and died in 1911. I do not 
know which one is the father of 
Adam J. Kuhn, but presume it is the 
Adam Kuhn. 

There were brothers and sisters 
of Adam J., namely, Peter, Joseph, 
Barbara, Mary and another sister 
who married a Scheller for whom the 
town of Scheller was named. 

The family lived north of Du 
Bois in a large frame house near 
the Hinckley farm. | 

Before there was a Catholic 
church in Du Bois, mass was held in 
the Kuhn home by a visiting priest. 

Barbara Kuhn Molter was my 
grandmother. There are several 
Kuhns in the cemetery lot in St. 
Charles Cemetery, but I could not 
find the names or dates because the 
stones are so worn. The records I 
found were the death certificates 
in files at the courthouse. 


Adam co. Kuhn Married Mary 
Schwind and they were the parents 
of three children: John, Emma and 
Clara. ~ 

Mr. Kuhn was a large landowner, 
obtaining most of the land as 
grants from the Illinois Central 


Railroad. He was also a merchant 
and owner of the Du Bois coal mine, 
which was the only industry in the 


village. 

After Adam's death in 1915,Mrs. 
Kuhn and the girls operated the 
store and the mine until their 
deaths. 

Some of Mr. Kuhn's account books 
which I have list. the names of 
people long gone, but who were 
among the early settlers: Bunce, 
Caldwell, Doty, Durant, Mc 


Elhannan ,- Spencer, Schneider, 2 liv 
and a Dr. Trasher, Podkormaski and 


Kubacki, who were blacksmiths, 
Gajewski, Ruhs, and Merriweather, 
Lewis — Tittsworth, who were 


blacks. 
Adam J. Kuhn was my Grandmother 
Molter's brother. 
---Agnes Reminger Pruitt 


ADDITIONAL KUHN HISTORY 


The FOUR COUNTY HISTORY 
(Clinton, Washington, Jefferson, 
Marion) published in 1894 states 


that Adam Kuhn was born in Prussia 


in 1841. He was one of ten children 
of Adam Kuhn, Sr. and his wife, 
Mary. The brothers and sisters 


were: Anna, who died young, Martin, 
John, Gertude, who married George 
Scheller, Peter, Joseph, Barbara, 
Mary and Isabella. 


The whole family, excluding 


John, Isabella and Peter cane to 
the U.S. in 1853 and located in 
Fayette County, Indiana. In 1856, 


Rosella and Peter joined the family 
in Indiana , but John remained in 
Prussia on the family homestead. He 
died there in 1890. 

In 1870, the family moved to 
Coloma (Du Bois) where they lived 
on a farm, later investing in the 
coal mine and operating the general 
store. 

In addition to the 
business and home, Adam owned 
fifteen houses in Du Bois anda 
thousand acres of farm land. During 
the winter of 1893-84, he supplied 
food, clothing and fuel to twenty 
families who were without work and 
means of support. 

His children are listed as’ Emma, 
Clara, John A. and Arta. 


two-story. 


KURTZ-BAUER 


Casper Kurtz, son of. Mathias and 


Josephine (Goldman) Kurtz was born 
in 1891 and died in 1956. He 
married Mada Bauer, daughter of 
Peter and Elizabeth (Hopp) Bauer 
(1905-1963) in 1922 tn Dy Bois, 
TLIINOAS. To ‘this union ten 
children were born.Leona, married 
John B. Hester in 1940. They had 
five children. One died at four 


years of age. Another son, Clarence 
was killed in amine accident in 


Kentucky. LeRoy, Howard, and John 
Benjamin (Butch) were other 
children. Leona died in 1983. 
Raymond Kurtz married Esther 
Nickens. They had four children: 
Richard, Denise, Mada Ann and 


Tommy. Raymond died in 1987. 
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Kenneth Kurtz married Helen Heck 
(Hoffman). Helen had two children 
by a former marriage, Joyce 
(Hoffman) Bauza and Donald Hoffman. 

Joyce married Clarence Bauza and 


had four children; Kimberly, Kelly, 


Clinton and Christopher. 

Donald married Janice Michalski 
and they had four children: Carmen, 
Chad, Craig and Cassandra. 


Kenneth and Helen had three 
children: Ronald, who died in 1963 
at age 12; Janet who married Steven 
Harris and had three children, 
Jeffery, William (Bally) and 
Tiffany and Debra who 


married Robert Kramm and they have 
two children, Jennifer and Traci 
Lynn. 

Homer married Belle Weasel and 
they have three children: Harold, 
Barbara and David. 

Loretta Kurtz died in infancy. 

Marion Kurtz married Patrichia 
Hirsch. Marion died in 1964. 

Velma married Herbert Johanna. 
They have three children: Gary, 
Wanda and Norma Jean. 


---Kenneth Kurtz 


LISZEWSKI 
Martin Liszewski came to _ the 
United States from Poland in 1877 


with his sons, John and Mike. For a 


brief time they worked in New York 
and then settled in Naticoke, 
Pennsylvania. In 1879, his wife, 


Mary (Nagorski) Liszewski came to 
this country with their daughters, 
Martha, Mary and their sons, Barney 


and Joe. A son, Tony, was born in 
Pennsylvania. 

In 1886, Martin, his wife and 
younger members of the family came 


to Illinois and settled in Bolo 
Township, west of Du Bois. Their 
son, Tony, had a saloon in Du Bois 
at First street and Broadway before 
the Prohibition Era. Martin and 
Mary are buried in the St. Charles 
Cemetery, Du Bois. 

John married Veronica Wisnewski 
in Pennsylvania and later moved to 


a farm in Bolo Township. They had 
nine children: Valentine, Peter, 
Steve, Joe, Frances, Victoria, 
Tillie, Rose and Mary. John and 
Veronica are buried in Posen 
cemetery. 
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Peter married M. Amanda 
Barczewski in 1914 at St. Charles 
Church in Du Bois and in 1921 moved 
to a farm southeast of Du Bois 
after living in Madison, Illinois 
where he worked in the car 
foundry. He farmed and worked in a 
Tamaroa mine and later as a 
section-hand on the railroad. 


Peter and Amanda had eight 
children: Pauline and Elizabeth 
(deceased); Gertrude , who married 
Charles Meehan and lives in 


Millstadt,Illinois; Dorothy, who 
married Ralph Prusacki and lives in 
Sunfield, near Du Quoin, Illinois; 
Pete, who married Rita Reidelberger 
and lives near Radom, Illinois; 
Marie, who married John Wilga and 
lives in St. Louis, Missouri;John, 
who married Geraldine Kozuszek and 
lives in Du Bois. 

Peter died in 1980 and is buried 
in the St. Charles Cemetery. Amanda 
lives on the family farm and John 
operates it. 

The Liszewskis have owned this 
farm for 80 years. It was purchased 


in 1909 from Isabel Corgan by Tony 
and Martha Jliszewski, in 1916 by 
John Liszewski and in 1925 by Peter 
Liszewski. 


---Dorothy (Liszewski) Prusacki 


1947--Ralph Prusacki had a_= shoe 
repair shop in Du Bois. 


1948--Ralph and Dorothy Prusacki 
and Max and Alfreda Boczek bought 
Alex Bendrick's business and named 
it the West End Tavern and Grocery. 


1953--Ralph and Dorothy Prusacki 
sold their interest in the West End 
Tavern and bought the Jim Reidelber- 
ger Grocery. 


1957--Ralph Prusackis sold the gro- 
cery store to George & Gertie Kretz 
and moved to Sunfield. 


Peter and Amanda Liszewski. 65th Wedding Anniversary on 
September 22, 1979. 


Raymond (January 7 19.31) 
MAJEWSKI HISTORY graduated from St. Charles 
c : School,farmed with his father and 

Albert Majewski (1868-1909) was is a veteran of the Korean War. He 
born in the U.S.A. and Anna married Marcella Ochap (January 11, 
(Wachowski) Majewski (1871-1949) 1934). daughter of Pete and Gertrude 
was born in Poland. They lived in Ochap. 

Washington and Perry Counties and The Raymond Majewskis reside in 
were farmers. Their children were : Perry County on his grandparent's 
John, Stanley, Frank, Peter, (Albert and Anna Majewski's) home 
George, Julie (Walkowiak), Victoria place. Their children are: Carol 
(Restoff), Mary (Walkowiak), and (1956..Mrs. Roger Porter), Marie 
Anna (Kabat). (1957..Mrs. Scott Hamilton), 

Stanley (1896-1961) was born in Kathleen (1958), Donna (1959...Mrs. 
Washington County. When he was a Jim Stanhouse) ,Robert (1961), David 
small boy, his family moved to a (1962..Lydia Bard), Richard (1964) 
farm southeast of Du Bois. and Renee (1974). 

Stanley married Pauline The children were baptized in 
Weselowski (1902), daughter of John St. Charles Church, graduated from 
(1869-1946) and Franci. (Michalski) St. Charles School, and attended 
(1876-1953). They lived in Chicago Tamaroa High School, Rend Lake 
and then in Perry County near his College and Southern Illinois 
mother's homeplace. They farmed her University in Carbondale. Renee is 
mother's farm and their own. Their attending Pinckneyville High 
children are: Irene (Sherman), Rose School. 
(Pelczynski), Agnes (Kubicki), Some family members belong to 
Raymond and Mary Ann (Halleman). the Knights of Columbus, Catholic 


-73- 


Youth Organization and the Pioneers 
4-H Club. 

Ray and Marcella have eight 
grandchildren: Matt and Neal 
Porter, Megan and Kate Hamilton, 
Rebecca and Jacob Stanhouse. and 
Andrea and Glen Majewski. Their 
address is rural Tamaroa and they 
are full time farmers. They are 
members of St. Charles Church in Du 
Bois. 


---Ray and Marcella Majewski 


MAJEWSKI FAMILY: (front row) Becki 
Stanhouse, Andrea Majewski, Paul- 
ine Majewski, Matthew and Roger Por- 
ter. (second row) Lydia Majewski 
holding Glen, Donna Stanhouse, Rich- 
ard Majewski, Marcella Majewski, 
Carol Porter holding Neal, Marie 
Hamilton holding Megan, Scott Ham- 
ilton. (third row), David Majewski, 
Bob Majewski holding Jacob Stan- 
house, Ray Majewski and Renee Maj- 
ewski. (Not present-— Kathy Majewski, 
and Jim Stanhouse, Donna's husband.) 


DR. RICHARD T. MATLAVISH 


Dr. Richard Matlavish was the 
son of John T. and Nettie Mendéll 
Matlavish. He was born in Du Bois 
on January Zid y 1920. He was 
baptized in St. Charles Church by 
MSGR. Joseph Ceranski. 

The family moved to Christopher 
where John was an embalmer. He had 
graduated from a mortuary science 
school in Chicago. 
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Raymond Majewski holding Ronald 
Sherman and Stanley Majewski. 
1937 Allis Chalmers W.C. tractor. 


Stanley Majewski and wife Pauline, 
daughters Irene and Agnes (back) 

Mary Ann and Raymond (in front)at 
their home in Perry County. 


Richard attended grade school in 


Christopher and also the high 
school there. He graduated from 
Notre Dame University in indiana 
and from the School of Medicine, 
Chicago, in 1948. He set up 
practice in Du Quoin in 1949, 

Dr. Matlavish died in 1971. He 


left his wife, Muriel (Dunn) and 
four daughters: Mary Catherine, 
Christine, Virginia and Martha. 


Muriel died May 1, 1986. 


MOLTER FAMILY 


Martin 
Germany in 1826. He immigrated to 
the United States and settled in Du 
Bois, Illinois. Here he met and 
married Barbara Kuhn, a daughter of 
Adam Kuhn anda sister of Adam J. 
Kuhn. 

Children of this union were Mary 
Molter, who married Jasper Welgus, 
Minnie Molter, who married Richard 
Brown, Isabella Molter, who married 
Edgar Corgan and Lena Molter, who 
married Charles Reminger. 

Lena was the first child 
baptized in the old Catholic church 
in the village. There were several 
other children who were still-born 
or died in infancy. 

The Molters built the Molter 
Hotel in 1851. It was the largest 
building in Du Bois and contained 
twenty-eight rooms. The post office 
.. occupied a corner room on the 
‘ground floor. Dr. L.A. Neudecker 
had his office in one room and 
Edgar Corgan had a drug store in 
the building. 

In 1905, the entire building was 
destroyed by fire. Several other 
buildings, namely, J.B. Bendrick's, 
Adam J. Kuhn's building and 
residence and John Holbrook's grain 
elevator were saved due to _ the 
brave efforts and efficiency of the 
brigade of fire fighters. The 
miners from the Kuhn Coal Company 
were brought up from the mine to 
help fight the fire. 

Mr. Molter died in 1882 and Mrs. 
Molter lived until 1907. 

Mrs. Isabelle Molter Corgan 
later built a new hotel which she 
managed until her death in 1930. 
After the death of her sister, 
Minnie Molter Brown, Mrs. Corgan 
took her sister's seven daughters 
and reared them as her own. 

Many of the older people will 
remember "Aunt Bell", as she was 


called, and the Brown girls, 
Gertrude, Sadie, Edith, Mabel, 
Anna, Laura and Mildred, now all 
deceased. 


---by Agnes Reminger Pruitt 


Molter was born in 


Edgar and Isabel (Molter) Co 
i 
on wedding day in 1905, sec 


THE NEHRKORNS 


Charles Nehrkorn and his wife 
bought 80 acres of farm land south 
of Du Bois on July 27, 1867. The 
railroad had yet to be laid. 

The couple had five sons and one 
daughter. They were: 
Christian, Fred, Charles, William, 
Joseph and Theresa. 

Later, the farm was owned by 
son, Christian, who married Anna 
Fisher of the area. They had three 
sons and two daughters, Arthur, 
Christian, Charles, Clara and 
Elise. 

Next, the farm went to son, 
Arthur, who married Ada Quinn of 
the Waltonville area. He then 
passed the farm to son, Larry, who 
farms it today. 
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Another son, David,- married 
Beverly Bejma of the area in 1980. 
They farm another farm that has 
been in the family for many years, 
also. 

They have two daughters and a 
son:Christine, Jennifer and Kevin. 
They all attend the St. Charles 
Catholic Church at Du Bois. 

Arthur Nehrkorn, better known as 
"Slim", worked at the Du Bois mine 
and also on maintenance of the 
railroad tracks in the area. His 
sister, Elsie, married and moved to 
Texas, where she still resides, 
raising a family there. 

The other Nehrkorns of the 
Washington and Perry County areas 
are all descendants of . Charles 
Nehrkorn and wife , who moved to 
the area in 1867. . 


---Beverly Nehrkorn 


OCHAP HISTORY 


Adam Ochap (1840) came to 
America as a _stow-away in a salt 
barrel on a ship from 


Austria-Hungary at the age of 19. 
He worked in Chicago and later 
settled on a farm near Todd's Mill 
in Perry County; Zllinois. He 
Married and had four sons: John, 
Steve, Andrew and Stanley. His 
first wife died and he married 
Pelagia (Kuberski) Nering. 

Pelagia Kuberski (1891-1961) was 
two years old when her family left 
Poland. Her father's name was 
George. Her brothers and sisters 
were; John, Thomas, Michael, Leo, 
Joseph, Mary, Anna and Julie. 
Pelagia married and had a _= son, 
Thomas. 

Adam Ochap, at age sixty-five, 


married Pelagia, who was 
twenty-one. Their children were: 
Mary (Jurkowski), Catherine 


(Bartnicki), Peter, Victoria and 
Hattie (Suchomski). 

Adam died May 29, 1915 in Dr. 
Neudecker's office in Du Bois. He 
is buried in St. Charles Cemetery. 

Pelagia married Walter Pelka. 
Their children were Fronie 
(Skurat), Rose and Paul. 

Peter Ochap (November 7, 1908) 
attended Catholic School in Todd's 
Mill and St. Charles School in Du 
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Bois. He farmed his parent's farm 
and in 1934, married Gertrude 
Dalman (March 4, 1915). They lived 
at his parent's home, then in 
Washington County and on a farm in 
Jefferson County near Waltonville. 

Their daughter, Marcella, was 
born in Perry County January 11, 
1935. Their daughter, Celestine was 
born in Jefferson County August 12, 
1938. Marcella and Celestine 
attended schools in Waltonville, 
Scheller and Southern Illinois 
University, Carbondale. 

Marcella married Ray Majewski in 


19:55... They have eight 
children: Carol, Marie, Kathy, 
Donna, Robert, David, Richard and 
Renee. 

Celestine married Edward 


Borowiak in 1958. They have three 
children: Craig, (Brian died in 
infancy), Trevor and Aron. 

Peter and Gertrude moved into 
their new home in Du Bois in 1982. 


They are affiliated with St. 
Charles Church, Knights of 
Columbus, and Sie Theresa 
Sodality. They have eleven 
grandchildren and eleven great 
grandchildren. 


--- Pete Ochap 


Pete, Gertrude, Celestine and 
Marcella Ochap at their farm 
in Waltonville in 1942. The 
tractor is a 10-20 McCormick 
Deering. 


Gertrude and Peter Ochop 

50th Wedding Anniversary on 
January 29, 1984. Celebrated 
at St. Charles Church, Du Bois. 


PEECK 


My name is Mary Marjorie Peeck 
Pedke. I am the youngest of three 
children born to. Oscar Diedrick 
(April 29, 1884-February 16, 1962) 


and Katherine I. Schwind Peeck (July 


24, 1891-June 28, 1968). 

My two brothers are Victor 
Schwind Peeck (August 
10,1913-November 25, 1985) and 
Carroll Aubrey Peeck (December 6, 
LOL9) » 

_ My parents, Oscar and Katherine 
Peeck were married April 21, 1912. 
They moved to a farm northwest of 
Du Bois. This is the same farm my 
brother Carroll has lived on for 69 
years. 
located on the southeast corner of 
this farm. 


‘Railroad for 15 years, 
' became ill. He died January 16, 


My present home is also’ 


My maternal grandparents were 
John (June 21, 1861-1930) and Mary 
Spangler Schwind (November 18, 
1861-1930. Besides my mother they 
had another daughter, Mary Bertha 
Schwind “(August 18, 1899- 1980). 
She married Raymond E. Bowers 
(September 17, 1900-June,- 1976). 

My grandfather, John Schwind's 
oldest sister, Mary, married Adam 
Kuhn. They owned and operated a, 
prominent store in Du Bois for many 
years. They also owned and operated 
the Du Bois coal mine and owned 
thousands of acres of land and 
property in and around Du Bois. 

My paternal grandparents were 
Henry and Mary Thon Beeck of 
Ashley. Henry Beeck came to America 
from Germany as a _ stowaway on a 
ship. 

My two brothers and I attended 
Chapel Hill Grade School which was 
located where Oley and Evelyn 
Bochantin now live. 

I graduated from Nashville 
Community High School and attended 


Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale where I received a B.S. 
degree in Education in August, 
L957 « 


I married Anthony Leo Pedke June 
27, 1959 at St. Michael's Church in 
Radom. 

On Thanksgiving Day, 1970 we 
adopted our daughter, Tina 
Katherine Pedke. I have been an 
elementary school teacher in Perry 
County for forty years, 


---Mary Marjorie Pedke 
NEIL QUINN 


Neil Quinn was born in Jefferson 
County in 1909. He was a school 
teacher and received his training 
at Southern Illinois Teachers 
College, Carbondale. He taught in 
the Du Bois Grade School. 

On August . 8, 1936, he married 
Magdalen (Spotanski) Reidelberger 
Quinn. 

Neil taught in numerous one-room 
schools in the area. He was also a 
mail clerk on the Illinois Central 
until he 


1975 and Magdalen died August 27, 
1983. 

James 
stepson.’ 


Reidelberger was a 


RADAKE-KABAT 


Richard Wayne Radake wed Mary 
Ann Kabat on October 21, 1972 in 
Tamaroa, Illinois. The couple 
resided on the Scheller mail route. 
They educated their four children 
at St. Charles School in Du Bois: 
Andrea, born 5-15-73, Mark, born 
12-14-75, Richelle, born 12-13-81 
and Christina, born 10-24-1987. 

Richard, a self-employed farmer, 
coached the St. Charles pee-wee 
basketball team from 1981 onward, 
including a perfect 1987 seson of 
20-0. 

Mary Ann, a rural mail carrier 
for the Scheller route, also 
coached the cheerleaders at Du Bois 
from 1985-88. 

Andrea attended Tamaroa High 
School until it closed in 1987-88. 
Thereafter all students attended 


Pinckneyville Community High 
School. 
Richard Radake was born 


September 26, 1955 in St. Louis, 
Missouri to Adam and Tiliie 
(Prusacki) Radake and lived in &t. 
Louis for 15 years. While there he 
was part of the 1970 St. Louis City 
Champion Basketball Team from St. 
Agnes School. 

After high school, Richard 
played with various fast-pitch 
teams ; including the 1987 
Woodlawn team which placed second 
in A.S.A. State Softball; however, 
for years he played with the Posen 
County Merchants. 


Richard's parents and sister, 
Lisakaye, moved from 8t. Louis to 
Cahokia, Tllinois in 1976. Tillie 
had attended St. Charles School, Du 
Bois, in her youth, staying witn 
her grandmother Sophia Marshalek, 
owner of a general store which 
later became the K. of C. Hall. 

Mary Ann (Kabat) Radake was born 
April 13, 1955 in Mt. Vernon, 
Illinois to Ignatius (Nick) and 
Anna (Skorczewski) Kabat. The Kabat 
family had moved from Chester in 
1940 with their four sons: Paul, 
Carl, Leonard and Robert. The birth 
of Mary Ann came about the time the 
grandchildren were beginning to 
arrive. 

Paul and Carl became Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate missionary priests. 

Leonard married Lorene 
Kisliewski and had seven children. 
Robert married Shirley Tomaszewski 
and had eight children. 


Mary Ann attended Rend Lake 
College, was elected road district 
clerk Lor nine years and was 
employed by the Illinois Farmers 
Union Training Program, Inc. She 
was a rural mail carrier while her 
children were in school. 

Nick and Anna Kabat retired from 
farming. Nick died May 11, 1989. 
Anna is currently living at the 
Village Apartments in Nashville, 
Illinois. Ancestry for both Radake 
and Kabat families traces back to 
Poland. 


---Mary Ann Radake 


GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY -- June 16, 1981 
Seated (front) Nick and Anne Kabat. Standing (L-R) 


Lorene and Leonard Kabat, 
Richard Radake, Fr. Carl, 


Kabat. 
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Fr. Paul, Mary Ann and 
Robert and Shirley 


RAGLAND FAMILY 


‘The Ragland family is an old 
English family whose roots have 
been traced back to the early 


1400's. Until the early 1500's the 
name was spelled Raglan. 

Robert Raglan, born 
approximately 1408, was the first 
family member to assume the 
surname, Raglan. Raglan, the 
surname was formerly Herbert. 


Robert Raglan was orphaned when he 
was seven or eight years old and 
moved to Raglan Castle to live with 
his uncle. 

John Raglan(d), born in the 
early 1520's was the first to use 
the Ragland spelling. John's great 
grandson, Evan Ragland, born about 
1656, was the first Ragland to come 
to America. 

The Raglands were from the 
Somerset, England area. Evan 
apparently settled in the New Kent 

County area of Virginia, which 
became Hanover, Virginia in 1720. 

Another Evan Ragland, son of 
Stephen and Mary (nee Hudson) and 
grandson of Evan was born in New 
Kent County, Virginia and became a 
prominent citizen of Granville 
County, North Carolina. 

From the 1740's through the 
early 1800's, the family apparently 
migrated from North Carolina to 
Washington County, Illinois via 
Georgia, Tennessee, Virginia and 
Kentucky. 

John Ragland, son of Benjamin 
Ragland and his wife, Ann Tucker, 
and grandson of Evan, along with 
his brother, Richard, settled in 
the Washington-Perry County areas. 

There were eight children born 
to John and his wife, Martha Polly 
Hawkins. They were: Benjamin, 
Joseph Tucker, John Marion, 
Catherine, Hawkins, Serella and two 


unnamed daughters who died in 
infancy. 
Hawkins Ragland _. was married 


first to Lucinda Spencer. They had 
three children: Martha, Willis A. 
and Lucinda. 

Hawkins later married Sarah A. 
Williams. Their children were: 
William Hawkins, Sarah, Mary E., 
and Louis W. 


William Hawkins Ragland married 
Ada Christian. On their second 
wedding anniversary, October 11, 
1884, their eldest daughter, Pluma, 
was born. A son, Homer, arrived in 
1886 and daughter Essie in 1890. 

On April 28, 1907, Pluma 
Elsie Ragland married Frederick 
Charles Seibert, son of Charles 
Séibert and wife, Eliza (Schwind). 
Their only child, Hellene, was born 
duly 17, LPL. 

Homer Orville Ragland and his 


first wife, Pearl (Patrick) were 
the parents of five children: 
William Max (known as Max), Jean 
Arthur (died at age 7), Glen 


Kenneth (died at 15 months), Lucile 
Mary and Ruth. Pearl, who lived in 
Mattoon, died in 1935. 

In 1951, Homer married Alice 
Thrasher of Springfield. Homer died 


December 28, 1961, which was the 
birthday of his great grandniece, 
Lori Anne Felts. 

Essie Pearl Ragland married 
Edgar Irvin West in Charleston, 
Illinois on November 30, 1911. 
Their only child, Edgar Warren 
"Barney" West was born January 5, 
1913 in Tamaroa, Illinois. 

Hawkins and Sarah Ragland, 
William Hawkins and Ada Ragland, 
Pluma and Fred Seibert and Essie 
and Edgar West are all buried in 
the Tamaroa City Cemetery. 


=== LaVerne Felts, daughter- 
in-law of Hallene Seibert 
(Ragland) Felts. 


RICHARD AND BARBARA REIDELBERGER 


Richard Reidelberger was born 
June 10, 1906 in the Todd's Mill 
area of Perry County, Illinois. 

Barbara Piotrowski was born July 
14, 1905 in the Todd's Mill area. 
She married Richard on April 23., 
1927 in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Barbara had worked as a hotel 
clerk prior to her marriage. 
Richard worked as a mechanic and 
also did odd jobs. 

In 1936, the couple moved to 
Pinckneyville where they ran an 
automotive garage. 
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In 1940, they moved to 
Washington County where he worked 
as a mechanic at a garage in 


Nashville and also farmed. 

They had five children: Edwin, 
Robert, Roy, Rita, and Paul. a! 

Richard died February 14, 1968. 
Barbara then moved to Du Bois after 
his death where she lived until her 
death on February 1, 1988. She was 
a member of St. Charles Church in 


Du Bois. 

Robert Redidelberger married 
Christine Rybacki on July 23, 1952 
in Pocohontas, Arkansas. They 
belong to St. Charles Church, Du 
Bois. They reside on a farm in 
Perry county and have four 
children: Gary, Rick, Judy and 
Bi Ld. 


--- Gary Reideliberger 


REIDELBERGER FAMILY 


William J. Reidelberger was born 
June 27, 1867 at Round Prairie in 
Perry County, Illinois to Henry and 
Elizabeth Redfern Reidelberger. He 
was one of eight children. 

In 1891, W.d. married Elizabeth 
Keil in Chicago; Illinois. W.d. was 
the mine engineer at the Du Bois 
mine owned by the Kuhn family. 

W.J. and Elizabeth had three 
children: Lena, Paul and Carl, who 
all died early in adult life. 

In 1904, W.d. and Elizabeth 
started the Reidelberger General 
Merchandise Store which he operated 
until 1946 when his grandson, James 
took over the business. 

Elizabeth died on November 2, 
1914. W.J. lived to be 88 years 
old. 

Carl Reidelberger was born March 
ae 1898 to William J. and 
Elizabeth Reidelberger. On June 24, 
1919, he married Magdalen Spotanski 
at St. Charles Church in Du Bois. 

On April 9, 1920, Carl and 
Magdalen had a son, James C. 
Reidelberger. Carl operated a 
service garage and gas station at 
the Du Bois crossroads... He died in 
1929 

Magdalen married Neil Quinn in 
Chicago in 1936. She died on August 
27 , 1983. Neil Quinn died on 
January 16, 1975, 
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James Cs Reidelberger was 
born on April 20, 1920 to Carl and 
Magdalen Spotanski Reidelberger. 

James father, Carl, died when 
James was only nine years old. Jim 
lived with his grandfather, W.J: 
Reidelberger and helped in the 
family general store. 

In 1939, Jim enrolled at the St. 
Louis School of Mortuary Science 
where he graduated in 1940. 

On June 24, 1946, James married 
Loretta Bendrick, daughter of 
Alexander and Anna Bendrick, who 
were also long-time merchants. 


James and Loretta had four 
children: Dianne Reidelberger 
Swartz, Bernadette Reidelberger 
Epplin, James A. Reidelberger and 


Rosalie Reidelberger Kostecki. 

James C. Reidelberger died on 
July 13 1978. Loretta still 
resides in Du Bois and is active in 
St. Charles Church. 


---Loretta Reidelberger 


W. J. Reidelberger married 
Elizabeth Keil in Chicago in 1891. 


REMINGER FAMILY 


Henry Reminger was. born in 
Gaisburg, Germany im 1831. He 
immigrated to the United States in 


the 1850's and, unable to find work 


in New York, he joined the U.S. 
Army and served ten years in the 
U.S. Artillery at the time of the 
Civil War. 

After the war, he came to 
Illinois and in 1870 he married 
Anna Maria Heinrich of Lanterburg 
Alsace, Germany, at Ashley, 
Llilinois, 

The couple settled in Du Bois 


and had ten children. Mr. Reminger 
died in 1918 and Mrs. Reminger died 
in 1917. 

The eldest son, Charles, married 
Lena Molter in 1906. Their children 


are: Agnes Reminger Pruitt and 
Charles Molter Reminger of 
Nashville, Illinois. 

Charles Reminger lived in Du 
Bois his entire life. He wasa 
merchant there for over fifty 
years. In 1897, he was appointed 
post master, an office he held 
until 1914, 


During this time the first rural 
mail route was established in 1903 
with one carrier. Mr. Reminger's 
first store and post office were in 
the Molter Hotel, his 
mother-in-law's building and it was 
destroyed by fire in 1905. Most of 
his stock, the fixtures and the 
post office were saved. He was the 
only tenant who carried insurance. 

After the fire, Reminger built 
the store on the corner of Main and 


Railroad Street and that building 
is still there. 

Always interested in politics, 
Reminger served as township school 
treasurer for twenty-six. years, 
Republican Committeeman for over 
thirty years and also town 


treasurer, supervisor and member of 
the non-high school district board. 

Mrs. Reminger died in 1922 and 
Mr. Reminger in 1960. 


---Agnes Reminger Pruitt 


Charles and Lena Reminger on their 
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wedding day in 1906. 


RUDOLPH 

Anna B. Ruh, daughter of John 
and Alvina (8chwind) Ruh, married 
Fred O. Rudolph in St. Louie, 
Missouri, in 1918. After his death 
an 1930, Anna and their two 
children, Raymond and Frances 
returned to Du Bois where she 
lived the rest of her life. She 


died in 1949. 

Raymond worked for over forty 
years in the machinist trade in st. 
Louis before retiring and settling 
in Perry County in TIllinois. He 
resides on the Schwind farm south 
of Du Bois with his wife, Mildred. 
Their daughter, Pauline, widow of 
Robert Suraud, resides there also. 


JOHN RUH 


A pioneer in this community 
and well respected leader with many 
interests was John Rue. He was born 
in Germany in 1864. He came to 
America with his parents, settling 
in Freeburg, Illinois, first, then 
later coming to Du Bois. 

Rue operated the lumber yard and 
opened a hardware store. He also 
acquired real estate. 

He married Alvina Schwind. Four 
daughters were born to them. Anna 


B. was born in 1889 and survived 
her parents. The other daughters 
died in infancy. Alvina died in 


1896. John then married Elizabeth 
Bender of Buffalo, New York. Two 
daughters, Dewella and Lillian were 
born to them. 

In 1900, John Rue died of 
typhoid fever at the age of 36. His 
widow and children returned to her 
home in New York. 

Daughter Anna 
Rudolph. 


married Fred 


THE J.W. SCHWIND FAMILY 


In 1848 J.W. Schwind, at age 28, 
immigrated from Badden, Germany to 
the United States. He and his new 


wife, Katherine Bender, arrived at 
New Orleans and traveled up the 
Mississippi River to St, Louis, 


Missouri where they lived until the 
following spring. 

In the spring of 1849, J.W. and 
his wife came to the Du Bois area 
where he selected the land that was 
to become his farm on which to earn 
a living for his family. 

The ground was covered primarily 
with hickory, maple, and oak 
forests. The land was moderately 
rolling, especially toward the 
north-eastern boundary. The farm 


lay three miles northwest of 
Coloma, later Du Bois. J.W. 
received a grant from the United 


States Government for: 240 acres. 
The grant was received before the 
Illinois Central Railroad was 
completed. 

Katherine and J.W. Schwind began 
housekeeping on this farm. Their 
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six children were: George William 
(1849-1936), who married Elizabeth 
Landers; Mary (1851-1928) who, 
married Adam Kuhn; Eliza 
(1853-1931), who married Charles 
Seibert; Alvina (1858-1896), who 
married . John Auh; John Douglas 
(1860-1930) who married Mary 
Spangler of Ashley, and Leonard 
(1863-1893). 

J.W. owned and operated the Du 
Bois coal mine in addition to the 
farm. He was a devout Christian and 
gave a great deal of time, labor 
and money to build a church for the 


German people in and around Coloma 
(Du Bois). The church was called 
the "German Church" for years. 


Today, we know it as ST. Mark's 
United Church of Christ. 

J.W. and Katherine Schwind died 
in 1892, one day apart, during the 
influenza epidemic. 

John Douglas inherited half of 
the coal mine rather than a farm 
due to his crippling rheumatic 
condition. After a while, John 
traded his interest in the mine to 
his sister Mary for her interest in 
the farm and then he became the 
owner of the family farm. 

John Douglas and his wife, Mary 
Spangler Schwind, had two 
daughters, Katherine Irene and Mary 
Bertha. Katherine was born on July 
24, 1891 and Mary Bertha was born 
August 18, 1899. 

Both John and Mary died in 1930. 
John died in June and Mary on 
November 18. 


Katherine married Oscar Peeck 
(1884-1962) in 1912 and moved to a 
farm a mile and a half south of the 


family farm. They had three 
children: Victor, Carroll and Mary 
Marjorie. Katherine died July 28, 
1968. 

(Mary) Bertha married Raymond 


E. Bowers from Beaucoup who was 
born September iv, 1900. The 
marriage took place in her parents 
new home on December 27, 1925, the 
wedding anniversary of her parents. 

Raymond and Bertha farmed the 
family farm. Raymond was the first 
farmer in the area to start a dairy 
enterprise and sell Grade A milk 
and was the first farmer to switch 
to tractor power. He was on the 
school board, church board, serving 


Many years, the 


as president for 
several 


church camp board and 
advisory boards. 

' Bertha was a teacher and resumed 
work for a short time following 
World War II. Three daughters were 
born to Raymond and Bertha: 
Rosemary E, Annalee Lucile and 
Bertha Geraldine... Rosemary, a 
school counselor, married Lionel 
Levreault and lives in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. Annalee married Jerry 
Gates of Hutsonville, Illinois. 
Geraldine, a teacher in 
Collinsville, married James Massa 
and they have one son, David. 

Annalee and Jerry have four 
children: Douglas, Brian, Pam and 
Stacey. Annalee and Jerry farm the 
original Schwind farm purchased by 
her great grandfather about 140 
years ago. 


Raymond passed away May 31, 1975 
and Bertha on May 8, 1980. 


--- Annalee Bowers Gates 


SEIBERT FAMILY 


The Seibert family, originally 
from the Dormstadt area of Germany, 
immigrated to Illinois in the 
1830's. 

The first to arrive in the 
United States were Diedrick John, 
his wife, Rachal Stork Seibert and 
his son, Peter. It is not known if 
there were other children. They 
settled in St. Clair County, but 
later moved to the Washington-Perry 
County area. 

On May 25, 1848, Peter married 
Augusta Mary Kalaska, daughter of 
Charles K. and Elizabeth Friday 
Kalaska of Saxony, Germany. 

Peter and Elizabeth were the 
parents of nine children: Caroline, 


George, Charles, John, Emma, twins 
Henry and August, Albert and 
Edmund. There thitd child, and 


second son, Charles was born in St. 
Clair County. it 

Charles married Eliza Catherine 
Schwind, daughter of John William 
Schwind and his wife, Catherine, on 
August 27, 1e7a. 


John W. and his wife, Catherine, 
both died January 11, 1892 in their 
seventieth year and were buried in 
a double funeral. 

Charles and Eliza Seibert were 
parents of eight children: Leonard 
and wife, Margaret; Frederick and 
wife Pluma (Ragland); Louis and 
wife, Emma (Nehrkorn)} John and 
wife, Susie (Fontain)>+ Henry (known 
as Harry), and wife, Henrietta 
(Struckmeyer); Mary, wife of Frank 
Corgan; Katie, wife of Elmo Lee and 
Walter and wife Julie (Norton). 

Early members of the Seibert 
family were mostly farmers, miners 
and teachers. Later members 
embraced these occupations, also, 


as well as those of druggist, 
nurse, pilot, attorney, minister, 
police and various branches of 


banking. There were a few actors. 

Fred Seibert and Pluma Ragland 
were married in 1907. Their only 
child, Hallene, became the wife of 
Sylvester Felts, son of George and 
Della Martin Felts. 

Sylvester was a coal miner like 
his father before him. His mother 
operated the telephone office from 
her home in Du Bois for many years. 

Hallene and Sylvester Felts are 
the parents of Donald and Dorothy. 


Donald, a retired Air Force pilot, 
traveled world-wide during his 
military career, including a three 


year assignment in England and a 
tour of duty in Viet Nam. 


Don and his wife, La Verne 
(O'Grady), a native of Duluth, 
Minnesota, have five children: 
Michael and wife, Linda (Skiles); 
Donna and husband, Alan 
Hawkins;Nancy and husband, Robert 
Calahan; Lori; Roger and wife, 
Rosemarie (Arendt). There are also 


six grandchildren: 
Michael and Linda; Rianne and 
Carly, daughters of Donna and 
Alan; Brandy, daughter of Roger and 
Rosemarie; Katie and Jesse Rose, 
stepchildren of Michael. 

Dorothy Felts, wife of Carrell 
Ritter, is a registered nurse now 
living in Pleasanton, Nebraska. The 
Ritters have three daughters, 
Karla, wife of Stephen Lindsay; 
Cynthia, wife of Thomas Labedz and 


Alex, son of 
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Janice. 
Kaitlin Lindsay, daughter of 
karla and Steve lindsay is the 


Ritter's first grandchild. 


---LaVerne Felts, daughter-_ 
in-law of Hallene Seibert Felts. 


SETZEKORN FAMILY 


The Setzekorn family immigrated 
to America in 1858. The name comes 
from the German phrase "den preis 


des Korns festsetzen" which 
describes the duties of a grain 
appraiser. 


The Conrad Wilhelm Setzekorn 
family joined a group to form an 
emigration society of their own. By 
this means they were able to 
charter their ship, hire their own 
agent to supervise and buy supplies 
for the journey to the New World. 

Public land in Illinois by this 
time had been surveyed and divided 
into townships. Most of the 
uncultivated farm land, not 
belonging to the railroad, had been 
purchased by private investors for 
resale to immigrants priced from 
$2.to $8. per acre. This group 
arranged for purchase of their land 
from fellow countrymen. They 
purchased "tickets" which included 
rail fare to Illinois with the cost 
of their passage before leaving 
Germany. 

In 1858, Conrad Setzekorn sold 
his grain mill in Germany and, with 
his family, sailed for America. The 
winter crossing was rough. Many 
remained below deck for the entire 
six week trip. 

One stormy evening about 
mid-way, Conrad Setzekorn left his 
cabin for some fresh air. He was 
never seen again. Presumably, he 
lost footing on the deck and fell 
overboard and drowned. He was 
wearing a money belt with the 
family's savings. Thus, his wife 
and three teen-age sons arrived in 
America penniless. They were met in 
New York by the "Help Society" and 
taken to the immigration center. 

Johann Schuckmann, a passenger 
on the boat, helped the boys, 
Henry, William and Fritz, in the 
absence of their father. The boys 
worked in Johann's mill after they 


arrived in Illinois. 

The first years in this country 
were prosperous ones for the 
Setzekorn family. They had settled 
in the New Memphis area, a German 


speaking community. The Kaskaskia 
River ‘bottom where the farms were 
situated were fertile, but subject 
to flooding with several crops 
being lost and an epidemic of 
yellow fever followed the floods. 
Fritz was a victim of the disease. 

Henry Setzekorn, of the second 
generation, left New Memphis and 
relocated in Washington County near 
Du Bois. These early settlers are 
buried in Bald Knob Cemetery near 
Du Bois, Illinois. 

William Setzekorn, a third 
generation son, left Du Bois at age 
19 to work in the car shops in Mt. 
Vernon. Later, he transferred to 
the St. Louis shops. He married 
Mary Gerber in St. Louis. 

After retirement, William and 
Mary returned to Du Bois and lived 
on the home place. Their final 
resting place is in the Chapel Hill 
Cemetery. 

They were 
children, the 


the parents of three 
fourth generation: 


Lloyd McKinley, Roy William and 
Alice Norene. They grew up in Du 
Bois. Lloyd served as postmaster 


until he transferred to the Rural 
Route mail delivery. He married Ina 
Bowers, a teacher in the Chapel 


Hill School where her mother had 
taught. Lloyd is a thirty -third 
degree Mason, the highest degree 


conferred by the Masons. 


Roy William married Eva Greer. 
He served with the U.S. Army three 
years and was stationed in England. 
He owned and operated a barber shop 
in Du Quoin. He was a Mason anda 
Shriner. He died in 1979. 

Alice, the only daughter, worked 
for the Hartford Insurance Company 
in St. Louis for a number of years. 
She married Milton Tidwell of St. 


Louis where they lived. Both are 
deceased. 
All three children were 


confirmed by Reverend Carl Kluge 


and all remained members of St. 
Mark's Evangelical Church in Du 
Bois until they moved from the 
community. 
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Many descendants of Conrad 
Wilhelm Setzekorn are at the 
present time residents of Du Bois, 
Ashley and the Mt. Vernon area. 


---Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Setzekorn 


SKURAT HERITAGE 


The Skurat history begins 
with Frank Skurat who was born in 
Posen, Germany in 1828. My 
grandfather, Albert Skurat was five 
years old when the family arrived 
five miles west of Du Bois, 
Illinois. They came from Germany 
in the 1880's. 

As a descendant of Frank Skurat, 


I do not remember my great 
grandmother's name. My great 
grandfather was John, Sr. My 


father's name was Albert, Sr. He 
“married Agusta Janka. She was born 
in Washington County, Illinois, 
west of Du Bois. 

Grandpa's parents had three 
children: John, Jr., Albert and 
Francis. 

Francis married Charlie Hienie, 
Sr. from St. Louis. They had a son, 
Charlie, Jr., who married and lived 
in St. Louis. They also had a 
daughter, Clara, who married and 
lived in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Charlie Hienie and Francis moved 
to the Du Bois area and lived 
within two miles of her home place. 

Albert, my grandfather, 
Married and built a home on a land 
grant of 120 acres. He and his wife 
had seven children, four girls and 
three boys. 

My grandfather built a house 
about a mile from the home place. 

Clara married Stanley Sonnek. 
They lived and worked in St. Louis 
for a year and then moved to Radom 
where they lived until they died. 
They are buried in the Radom 
Catholic Cemetery. 

They had a daughter, Esther, who 
lives in Chicago and twins Emil, 
now deceased, and Emily who 
remained Single. She lives in 
Nashville, Illinois. Emil's wife 
Still lives in Ashley. There were 
sare children. Francis died of 
diptheria at age 72. She is buried 
ak §t, Charles Cemetery, Du Bois, 


near her parents, Albert and Agusta 
Skurat. 

Theresa first married Stanley 
Gripp of St. Louis, Missouri. He 
was a sailor and died from 
tuberculosis, contracted after 
nearly drowning in salt water while 
in the Service. They had a 
daughter, Una, who lives in 
Nashville. She married Floyd Bauza. 
She later married John Kwiatkowski 
and had three more daughters. She 
and her husband moved to Radom 
where they died and are buried. 
John remarried before he died. 

Helen married Joe Kwiatkowski, 
a cousin of John's. They hada 
daughter and a son who married and 
lives on the home place. Marlyn 
married Gerald Ratazczyk and they 
live in rural Scheller. 

Joe lives on his farm west of 
Radom. Helen is deceased and is 
buried in Radom Catholic Cemetery. 

Steve married and went to war. 
His wife died, as did their infant 
son. Steve married a Starn girl 
from Nashville and changed his name 
to Skortz. They have a son, Homer 
Skortz, who lives near Oakdale, 
Illinois. There were other children 
who I have not located, 

My father, Charles John Skurat 
married Victoria Jaskulo, daughter 
of George Jaskulo. My mother's 
mother died when she was eleven 
years old. Her folks lived ona 
farm in Radom Parish... 

My parents were married on April 
27, 1920. EZ was born Aprii 30, 
1921, ain Miner's Hospital in West 
Frankfort, while we lived in Rend 
City, Lilingis. 

8 have a sister, Henrietta 
Skurat Rone. She has a son anda 
daughter, both married. They live 
near Thompsonville, Illinois. My 
sister is a widow. 

Our father was a coal miner and 
worked in Orient #2 until it 
closed. We rented grandfather's 
farm for five years and then moved 
to Beaucoup, Tllinois, near 
Nashville. We moved back to Benton 
and Dad worked in the same mine 
where he had worked and was there 
until he retired. 

Mom and Dad are both deceased 
and are buried in St. Charles 
Cemetery. 
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Albert, Jr., married Wanda Bonk. 
He worked in St. Louis. They had 
one son, Eugene. Eugene is married 
and lives in Fenton, Missouri. He 


has a son and daughter, both 
Single. 

Charles, Sr., married Bernice 
Bennett and they have two sons, 
Charles, IB: 5 and Kevin Dale 
Skurat. Both sons are married. 

Kevin has a daughter and 


Charles, Jr., has a son, Chad (16) 
and Jennifer (19). Chad is a great 
fiserman and hunter and trapper. He 
is in 4-H and F.F.A. He raises 
sheep and some steers to show. He 
has won many ribbons and cash 
prizes. 

Charles is 39 and a boss and 
rail inspector for the Burlington- 
Northern Railroad. Kevin is a 
Franklin County Deputy Sheriff and 
both live in Franklin County. 

The Skurats are of different 
religious beliefs. 


--- Charles and Bernice Skurat 


SZPOTANSKI 


Casimer Szpotanski was born 
March 1, 1861. He married Elizabeth 
Bauer of Radom in 1883. 


Ten children were born to this 


union: John, Joseph, Clara, 
Elizabeth, Magdalen, George, Carl, 
Roman, Veronica and Ted. A 11 
members of the family attended St. 


Charles Catholic church in Du Bois. 
The family engaged in farming 
and lived on a farm east of Du 
Bois. 
Magdalen, Carl and Veronica 
lived in this community until their 
deaths. 


Clara lived in Scheller. George 
and Roman made their homes in 
Sesser. 

John, Joseph, Elizabeth and Ted 


lived most of their lives in St. 
Louis, Missouri. 


Elizabeth Bauer Spotanski died 


December 23, 1943. Casimer died 
March 1, 1946. 

These were paternal great 
grandparents of Erin Kostecki, 


Pionner 4-H member. 


---Rosalie Kostecki 
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WOJTOWICZ-HECK 


Vincent Wojtowitcz (1922) is the 
son of an immigrant from Russified, 
Poland. His parents were Frank 
Wojtowicz (1872-1948) and Mary 
(Wisniewski) Wojtowicz (1881-1972) 
who was born in Poznan, Poland. 

Vincent had five brothers 
Steven, Joseph, ' Stanley and 
Anthony, all deceased. One brother, 
John, lives in Granite City. There 
were four sisters: Jennie Kisala 
(1905-1971), Mary, who died in 
infancy; Francis Zgonina, who lives 


in Radom, Illinois and Stella 
Nikrant, who lives in Chatsworth, 
Illinois. 


Vincent and Hilda 
Wojtowicz on their 
wedding day, 1946 


Parents of Hilda and Vincent on 
their wedding day, September 10,1946 
Wm. & Sophia Heck, Frank and Mary 
Wo jtowicz 


Hilda Heck 
on May 10, 1946 in Du Bois, 
Illinois. She is a daughter of 


Vincent married 


(1926) 


William E. Heck (1901-1971) and 
Sophia Heck (1902-1978). They are 
buried in St. Charles Cemetery, Du 
Bois. 

Hilda is a sister to Frances 
Biesk, Martha Rulevish and Vernon 
Heck of Tamaroa, Illinois, William 
P. Heck, Helen Kurtz, Virdell 
Deering of Du Bois and Evelyn 
Kostecki of St. Louis, Missouri. 

Vincent and Hilda have been 
lifelong residents of southeastern 
Washington County. Vincent worked 
at Commonwealth Steel Foundry in 
Granite City and at Du Bois and 
Venedy coal mines and also farmed. 
He worked for Hollywood Candy 
Company in Ashley and at U.S. 
Gypsum in Pinckneyville until 
retirement, March 29, 1985. 

Vincent served in the U.S. Army 
from 1943-1945. He was in active 
duty in World War II for two years. 
Hilda maintained the home as a 
Wife, mother and grandmother. 


Wojtowicz family picture taken 
in 1986 on Vincent and Hilda's 
40th anniversary. 


(Seated, 1.6 £.}) Hilda, Connie 
Krone, Michael, Vincent 
(Standing, 1. to ¥.)Larry, David, 
and James. 


Vincent and Hilda were married 
in St. Charles Barromeo Catholic 
Church. To this union five children 
were born. James (1947) married 
Becky Yanez on May 29, 1967. They 
live in rural Du Bois and their 
children are Richard and Kevin at 
home. James served in the U.S. Army 
(1967-69). He trained in the U.S. 
and was sent to the DMZ line in 
Korea. Michael (1948) lives in 
Springfield where he works. He 
served in the U.S. Army 
(1968=1970), training in the U.&. 
and serving in Viet Nam. 

Constance (Connie) (1952) 
married James Deering (1972-78). 
They had one son, Christopher. 
Connie remarried to Rick Krone in 
1980. They have two daughters, 
Adrienne and Melissa. They live in 
Du Quoin, Illinois. 

Lawrence (Larry) (1958) married 
Rhonda Kerry (1982) and they live 
in Waltonville, Illinois. They have 
one son,John Paul. 

David (1961) married Rosemary 
Bortinicki (1981). They have a son, 
Neal, and a daughter, Whitney. They 
live in Nashville, Illinois. 

Vincent and Hilda are blessed 
with nine grandchildren. 


---Hilda Wojtowicz 
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ANTHONY ZMUDZINSKI 


Anthony (1849-1916) and Prozeda 
(1858-1916) Wroblewski Zmudzinski 
were born and reared in Poland. 
They came to the U.S. and settled 
in Stevens Point, Wisconsin in the 
late 1800's and later moved to St. 
Louis, Missouri, where Anthony 
worked in the steel mills. 

They moved again, this time to a 
place about five miles east of Du 
Bois, Illinois in Jefferson County 
where the family engaged An 
farming. 

The family included five 
children: Frank, Mary (Witkowski), 
Pauline (Stelmar), Stella (Kersten) 
and Katie Zmudzinski. 

Frank Zmudzinski, born August 
15, 1882, died August 5, 1968, was 
born while the family lived in St. 
Louis. He married Martha Kujawski 
(March 15, 1889- May 20, 1933) on 
October 20, 1908 at St. Charles 
Church, Du Bois, Illinois. 

Frank purchased and cleared land 
in the northeast corner of Perry 


County, where the family later 
engaged in farming. The family 
includes six children: Julie 
(Kabat) born August 20, 1909, 
Sophia (Ratajczyk) born September 
6, 1911, Tillie (Czerwinski) born 


August 10, 1914, August (Gus) born 
February 26, 1917, all of Scheller, 
Salomea (Hoffman) born January 7, 
1920, of Ashley, and Dominic 
zmudzinski, born December 3, 1922 
ef Du Bois. 

August (Gus) IMarried Amanda 
(Kabat), born June 29, 1920, on 
September 16, 1940 at St. Barbar's 
Catholic » Church in Scheller, 
Illinois by Father John Putas. They 
moved to the Frank Zmudzinski farm 
and Frank moved to Du Bois. 

Gus and Amanda raised two 
children: Gerald, born September 
18, 1944 and Gary, born June 11, 
1949, They are all members of St. 
Charles Catholic Church, Du Bois, 
where the boys attended grade 


school. Later, they attended high 
school in Tamaroa. 
Gerald Zmudzinski married Judy 


(Koszusek), born September 25, 1947 
on June 10, 1967 at St. Ann's 
Catholic Church, Nashville, by 
Father O'Keefe, They lived in 
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Columbia, Illinois for three years 
and had two children: Jill, born 
June 4, 1968 and Gerald , Jr. 
(J.d.) born July 24, 1969. 

Upon the death of Judy, October 
1, 1970, the family moved back to 
Du Bois; On May 12, 1973, Garald 
married Diane (Wisniewski), born 
August 23, 1951, at St. Michael's 
Catholic Church, Radom by Father 
Stanley Kyscki. Two children joined 
the family: Jeffrey, born February 
26, 1975 and Jessica, Born January 
26, 1978. Gerald works in the coal 
industry. The children attend St. 
Charles Catholic School, St. Louis 
College of Pharmacy and Rend Lake 
Junior College. 

Gary Zmudzinski married Susan 
(Barnowski), born February 7, 1948, 
on October 20, 1973 at St. Agnes 
Catholic Church, St. Louis, 
Missouri by Father Walz. They lived 
in St. Louis for a short period of 
time and then moved on the Gus 
Zmudzinski farm where they engage 
in farming and raising hogs 


Gary and Susan have three 
children: Gary, Jr., born January 
25, 1976, Gregory, born March 10, 


1977 and Sarah, born September 21, 
1979. The children attend &8t. 
Charles Catholic School and are 
members of the Du Bois Pioneers 4-H 
(Gallabi ow 


Gus and Amanda 
Zmudzinski 


THE ZMUDZINSKI FAMILY 
Front row (l-r) Diane and 
Gerald. Back row (l-r) Jill, 
J.dJ., Jessica, Jeff. 


Martha and Frank Zmudzinski 
Wedding Day -- 1908 


Seated(L-R) 


ZMUDZINSKI FAMILY 
Front (L-R) Gregory, Sarah, 
Gary Jr. Baek (L-R) Susan 


and Gary. 


Joe Francis and Dionysia 


Grabowski. Standing (L-R) Joe Francis, 


John, 
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Thaddeus (Ted), 


Mike Grabowski. 
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Srom Our 
HKamily 
Albums 


Rear (L-R) Jan, Elise 
holding Linsey, James 
Front (L-R) Nicole and 
Jennifer Boczek 


NEHRKORN FAMILY 
Standing (L-R) Clara, Charles and Elsie. Seated 
(L-R) Christian dr., Christian, Arthur, and Anna. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Trader Corners 
and daughter Elizabeth 


= Lig 


L-R (rear) Andrea, Mark 
Christina, Richelle Radake 


Mary Anne & Richard Radake 
Parents of above children. 


tone Ceremony, St. Charles 
Churen, 1968 « 


Good Luck To The Future Of 
The DuBois Pioneers 4-H Club 


Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Jahnke 
and Family 


HOBBY HOUSE 


Brucilla Needlework ¢ Lion Ribbon 
Grumbacher Art Supplies 
Susan Bates Floss. All Craft Supplies 
101 E. Main - DuQuoin, IL 

Phone 618-542-5154 


Shelton’s Farm Supply 


PORTER FOOD 


DuQuoin, Illinois 
Phone 618-542-2155 


Cole Shelton, President 
106 N. Broadway ® Sesser, IL 
Phone (618) 625-2621 


Searby Funeral Homes 
DuQuoin, IL - 542-2044 
Tamaroa, IL - 496-5411 


Our Aim Is To Be Worthy Of 
Your Friendship! 


Myer’s Greenhouse 
And Nursery 


Landscaping © Trimming ® Spraying 
Decorative Rock ® Supplies * Plants 
Ferti-Lome Products © Lawn/Garden Seeds 
R.R. 2 © NASHVILLE, ILLINOIS 
PH. 618-327-3712-Roland & Loretta Meyer 


Grabowski Tractor Company 


JOHN DEERE FARM EQUIPMENT 
Rt. 51 South e R.R. 5 © Centralia © Phone 618-249-6208 


COMPLIMENTS OF 
Jolly Acres - WEST END SERVICE 
e State Representative 
oute . of Pinckn e U.S. 51 In DuBois Road 
ae stim ein Charles Wayne Goforth aarrty gory 
“Congratulations DuBois” 


Sheller Playhouse 
Restaurant & Lounge 


Scheller, Illinois 62883 
Finest Food In Southern Ilinols 
8 A.M. To 1 A.M. Mon. Thru Sat. 


Phone 279-7887 


CROESSMANN 


WHOLESALE INC. 
7-9 W. Main © DuQuoin, IL 62832 
Phone (618) 542-3474 
George Ciganovich ¢ Jim Dennis 

Owners 


Trenna R. Grabowski 


Certified Public Accountant 
2006 Broadway ° P.O. Box 726 © Mt. Vernon, IL 62864 
Office 618-242-4311 ¢ Home 618-787-4501 


Suchomski Equipment Inc. 
White Farm Equipment - Hesston - Patz - Artsway - Woods 
Homelite - White Outdoor Products 


Magna Bank of Centralia 
DuBois Banking Center 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


East Side Tavern Jeff and Syl Suchomski ’ 
i ae fi . DuBois, Illinois 62831 
Du Bois, Illinois Rt. 2, ecg eal ior hg IL 62274 Phone (618) 787-8261 


Bullock’s Flowers Sesser Monument 


Greenhouse, Flowershop C. if 
, ompany, imc. 
and Produce Cam a a Funeral Home ; noi 
t. 154-144 Mile W. of US. 51 pagn 712 E. Franklin © Sesser, Illinois 


Phone 357-2312 Nashville, Illinois Phone (618) 625-2491 


Cowley & Sons, Inc. 
R.R. 1 © Tamaroa, IL 62888 
Phone (618) 496-3148 


Landscaping ¢ Power Equipment 
Fencing © Nursery 
Karen Howell, Sales Manager 


Bochantin’s Farm 
Equipment 


Grain Bins, Dryers, Grain Handling 
U.S. 51 S. At DuBois Road 
Phone 787-2711 


NORTH MILL VETERINARY CLINIC LTD. 
Bil R. Garlich, DVM 
601 North Mill © Nashville, Illinois 62263 


WASHINGTON COUNTY SERVICE CO. 


Services For Farm and Home 


lrene’s Custom Power Trans Plus 


r Grain, Petroleum, L.P. Gas, Plant Food, Feed, Farm Structures 
Sewi ng Elevator 327-8218 * Warehouse 327-8816 © Office 327-3046 Bob Konkel 
oes uno oy Used L-P Gas 327-3049 e Venedy Elevator 824-6358 * DuBois 787-2952 Phone 787-2117 
[ae eee Oakdale Elevator 329-5311 * Hoyleton 493-6242 1-800-421-3856 


Sunday By Appointment Venedy Sta. 243-5536 © Woodlawn 735-2010 © Bellerive 756-2482 


STAFF 


General Chairman.... 
Business Manager 
Ad Co-Chairmen 


SPECIAI THANKS 
Members of the Du Bois Pioneers 


4-H Club wish to thank the people 
of the Du Bois Community who shared 
their knowledge with us and the 
parents who worked so hard to help 
us complete this book. We wish to 
thank Mary Ksycki, our local 
historian and resource person for 
much of the information we 
included. We also want to thank our 
typists, Diane Zmudzinski and Jean 
Ibendahl and everyone else who 
helped us in any way. 


4-H Club Officers 


REPORTERS 


1988-1989 
PYESIdents 6 oes se Renee Majewski 
Vice-President....Chawn Skorcz 
SSCTOCTARY ssc actus ei Monica Kabat 
TEA SMES. a x cn w aie Jeff Zmudzinski 
1989-1990 
PLESLASnt.. «wae vews Monica Kabat 
Vice-President....Elise Boczek 
SECFEEATY «swe x naw & Susan Keller 
IMG@ASTFET « os.% 6 hee es Jeff Zmudzinski 
Leaders -- Calvin and Jean Ibendahl 
. Renee Majewski Jennifer Boczek 
... Jeff Zmudzinski Yvonne Eater 


ere Elise Boczek Erin Kostecki 
Margaret Jahnke Christine Nehrkorn 
Elizabeth Grabowski Mark Radake 
eee Monica Kabat Charles Skorcz 
Susan Keller Gary Zmudzinski 
Jessica Zmudzinski 


_MOTTO: "To make our best better." 
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Constance Eater 
Steven Jahnke 

Andrea Ksycki 
Jennifer Pieszchalski 
Michele Reidelberger 
Chawn Skorcz 

Gregory Zmudzinski 
Sarah Zmuodzinski 
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